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RESUM

La influéncia i recepcié del pensament educatiu i les innovacions escolars de
Célestin Freinet a Espanya és un camp de recerca que ha estat desenvolupat des de fa
una mica més de tres décades i mitja. A la fi de la década de 1970, quan el moviment
freinetid espanyol tornava a adquirir protagonisme en el panorama dels moviments
de renovacié pedagdgica (MRP), va apareixer la primera publicacié cientifica sobre la
seva primera &poca, durant els anys vint i trenta del segle passat. Des de llavors shan
produit una mica més d’un centenar de publicacions cientifiques, encara que de géne-
re, solidesa i profunditat diversos. El resultat és un laberint historiografic els multiples
camins del qual van descobrint vies de fugida recixides, portes cegues i, de vegades,
entrades falses que condueixen a senders ja transitats. Lobjectiu d’aquest estudi és
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presentar una panoramica de la trajectoria de la historiografia sobre la preséncia de
les idees i les practiques freinetianes a Espanya durant la Segona Republica, la Guerra
Civil i la transicié a la democracia, fer un balang critic de l'estat de la giiestid, oferir
algunes possibles vies de fugida del laberint historiografic i presentar un ampli reperto-
ri bibliografic especialitzat, atil per emprendre ulteriors indagacions. Aquest estudi, a
més, posa de manifest que el freinetisme espanyol segueix sent un terreny d’exploracié
que reclama l'atencié de la comunitat cientifica, ateses les amplies possibilitats que
ofereix; aix{ mateix, es considera que cal modificar determinades perspectives d’analisi
i emfatitzar-ne d’altres que, en més o menys grau, ja sén presents a les investigacions.

PARAULES cLAU: Freinet, Espanya, historiografia, Segona Republica, transicié a la
democracia.

ABSTRACT

The influence and reception of the educational thinking and schoolroom inno-
vations of Célestin Freinet in Spain is a field of investigation which has been being
exploited for over three-and-a-half decades. At the end of the 1970s, when the Freinet
movement in Spain was making its way back to the forefront amongst the Movements
for Pedagogical Renewal (MPR), the first scientific publication about the first era of
the Freinet movement, during the 1920s and 1930s, appeared. Since then, a little over
100 academic publications have been produced, though they are distinct in genre,
solidarity and weight. The result is a historiographical labyrinth whose multiple paths
lead to successful outlets, blind alleyways and, on occasion, false access points which
simply lead to paths we have already covered. The objective of this paper is to present
an overview of the trajectory of the historiographical study of the presence of Freinets
(«Freinetian») ideas and practices in Spain during the Second Republic, the Civil War
and the Transition to Democracy; to draw a critical balance regarding the current state
of the issue; to offer a number of possible ways out of the maze of historiography; and
present a broad range of specialised bibliographical sources, which will be helpful in
undertaking subsequent research. In addition, this study demonstrates that the Spanish
Freinet movement continues to be a field of investigation which draws the attention of
the scientific community, given the wide-ranging possibilities it offers; furthermore, it
is considered necessary to modify certain analytical perspectives and emphasise others
which, to a greater or lesser extent, are already present in works of research.

Kevworps: FREINET, Spain, Historiography, Second Republic, Transition to
democracy.

222 Educacié i Historia: Revista d'Historia de I'Educacid, Num. 29 (gener-juny, 2017), pag. 221-246



INFLUENCE AND RECEPTION OF FREINET IN SPAIN. MAP OF THE HISTORIOGRAPHICAL MAZE:
PossiBLE MEANS OF ESCAPE (1979-2016)

RESUMEN

La influencia y recepcion del pensamiento educativo y las innovaciones escolares
de Célestin Freinet en Espana es un campo de investigacién que ha sido desarrolla-
do desde hace algo mds de tres décadas y media. A finales de la de 1970, cuando
el movimiento freinetiano espanol volvia a adquirir protagonismo en el panorama
de los Movimientos de Renovacién Pedagégica (MRP), aparecié la primera publica-
cién cientifica sobre la primera época del mismo, durante los anos 20 y 30 del siglo
pasado. Desde entonces, se han producido algo mds de un centenar de publicaciones
cientificas, aunque de género, solidez y calado diversos. El resultado es un laberinto
historiografico cuyas multiples sendas van descubriendo vias de fuga exitosas, puertas
ciegas y, en ocasiones, entradas falsas que conducen a senderos ya transitados. El obje-
tivo de este estudio es presentar una panordmica de la trayectoria de la historiografia
sobre la presencia de las ideas y las prdcticas freinetianas en Espana durante la Segunda
Republica, la Guerra Civil y la Transicién a la democracia, realizar un balance critico
del estado de la cuestion, ofrecer algunas posibles vias de fuga del laberinto historio-
gréfico y presentar un amplio repertorio bibliogrifico especializado, util para empren-
der ulteriores pesquisas. Este estudio, ademds, pone de manifiesto que el freinetismo
espanol sigue siendo un terreno de exploracién que reclama la atencién de la comuni-
dad cientifica, dadas las amplias posibilidades que ofrece; asimismo, se considera que
es necesario modificar algunas perspectivas de andlisis y enfatizar otras que, en mayor
o menor grado, ya estdn presentes en las investigaciones.

PALABRAS CLAVE: Freinet, Espana, Historiografia, Segunda Republica, Transicién
a la democracia.

1. INTRODUCTION

Célestin Freinet’s school innovations and proposals about education,
in the mid-1920s, were significant expressions of the many surrounding the
movements known as New School and Progressive Education. Their purpose,
amongst other things, we to make progress in the development of pedagogy as
a science, to modernise every aspect of the schooling system and, through one
another, build bridges toward fairer, freer societies, united in brotherhood and
enriched by links of international solidarity, cooperation and peace.
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Free and responsible work, communication, collaboration and cooperation:
these were the principles upon which the pedagogical style of the French educa-
tor, and the activity of the Modern School movement he established in France,
were founded. They were few but powerful: sufficient to bring about a proposal
for the technical- and theoretical modernisation of the schooling system, and
to redesign the means by which the teachers’ union’s lives and activities were
organised. Firstly, under Freinet’s philosophy, the duties of an educator came
to include a set of techniques —notably free texts, a school printing press, cor-
respondence with other schools, and field trips with the school. Secondly, he
supported a type of popular schooling system, whose primary objective was
to facilitate a profound social transformation which would result in a society
that was more peaceful, free, harmonious, egalitarian and democratic. This
required the teacher to dispense a different sort of education: more dynamic,
independent, democratic, critical and lively, with a connection to the real world
and in harmony with the children’s interests, needs and possibilities. This goal,
though, would only be achievable with the mobilisation and cooperation of
other teachers.

The lively, direct style of the French pedagogue’s publications, which were
unassuming and accessible to all, carrying a certain degree of optimism; the use
of simple but solid logic, based on empirical evidence and common sense; the
fact that these new approaches came from a rural teacher, who knew the inner
workings of the school; the simplicity, the open and flexible nature and reduced
cost of the proposed educational techniques, accessible to rural teachers who
were poorly paid, with inadequate initial training and, in many cases, had to
deal with the tribulations of isolated, impoverished settings; and the intense
effort of disseminating these ideas and creating and organising arenas for free
debate, and structures that would facilitate their coordination... These factors,
amongst others, meant that, gradually, in France, around the Coopérative de
UEnseignement Laic (CEL) —which later became the Institut Coopératif de I’Ecole
Moderne (ICEM)- and beyond its borders as well, there arose a network of
courageous, enterprising teachers who took a stand in favour of a different style
of popular schooling.

Indeed, one of the distinctive traits of the Modern School movement set up
in France was the marked international nature with which Freinet imbued the
movement, from the very beginning. Thus, in addition to the personal contacts
and relations established through school correspondence, a number of institu-
tional initiatives gradually came into being, facilitating this kind of communi-
cation —mainly after WW!II. Of particular note amongst these are the Fédération
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Internationale des Mouvements d’Ecole Moderne (FIMEM), events such as the
Rencontres Internationales des Educateurs Freinet (RIDEF) and the Stages Inter-
nacionales Mediterrdneos (SIM), and publications such as Gerbe Internationale.
The result was an extensive international framework of teachers in constant and
fluid communication, collaborating and cooperating to achieve a different pop-
ular schooling system and, along with it, a rather freer, fairer and more fraternal
society. Testament to this can be found in the fact that, during the inter-war
period, the ideas of France’s Modern School were integrated into school culture
in a number of colonies in Africa, those in North- and South America, cer-
tain areas of East Asia and, especially, in Europe: Belgium, Bulgaria, Denmark,
Germany, Holland, Hungary, Italy, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, the
Soviet Union, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the UK and Yugoslavia. Following
the World War, more intensely during the 1960s, Europe was also one of the
notable focal points of influence and reception of Freinet’s teachings, which
gained purchase especially in Germany, Italy, Spain and Portugal.

Spain, then, was not outside of the international Freinetian framework.
Quite the contrary: Spain was one of the geopolitical regions where the French
educator’s ideas first found favour and fertile soil. Between the mid- and late
1920s, when news of Freinet’s experiments was first beginning to circulate,
Spain already had a certain tradition in modernising the schooling system, and
also a number of channels for academic communication, such as the journal
Revista de Pedagogia, which carried some of the main educational innovations
that were being discussed in Europe and America. It was the Second Republic
(1931-1936), though, and the winds of pedagogical change that came with it,
which meant that the educational techniques from France found favourable
reception, especially in rural schools. Hence, very soon, an incipient movement
of Freinet’s followers arose, and gradually began to take shape. Very quickly, a
group of over 250 courageous, ground-breaking teachers came together, who
were ready to work together and to be in constant communication; some of
them organised around the Cooperativa espasiola de la Técnica Freinet (CETF).
In addition to incorporating free writing, the school printing press, school cor-
respondence and other techniques into their didactic work, Spanish teachers
continued along the organisational path set by the CEL, holding conferences,
setting up children’s publications and founding their own means of communi-
cation: the journal Colaboracién, la Imprenta en la Escuela, which was the offi-
cial means of communication of the movement in its early days.

However, the promising career of the Freinet movement was cut short in
July 1936. The Civil War had begun, and with it, executions, exile pronounce-
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ments and ideological purging. The latter form of repression resulted in 33% of
teachers being secure in their jobs; 36% sanctioned with permanent expulsion
from the teaching profession; 6% stigmatised as persons mistrusted by the new
regime and therefore prevented from holding positions of responsibility in the
public administration; and 25% condemned to internal exile (i.e. displacement
and confinement with Spain), where teachers were anonymous figures, with no
influence or capacity to act. Some of them, in addition to undergoing admin-
istrative proceedings, were prosecuted in parallel by the military courts. Finally,
around 15% of the members of the Freinetian group chose the path of foreign
exile, seeking refuge and beginning a new life in other countries in Europe,
such as France, the UK and Russia, and in Latin America and the Caribbean —
particularly in Cuba and Mexico.

The Freinet movement is one of the examples of how the Civil War and the
Franco dictatorship which followed dismantled and neutralised the initiatives
for pedagogical innovation and modernisation which had been developing in
Spain over the previous half-century —especially during the Second Republic.
In addition, the most progressive, vanguardist school culture that survived had
to survive in secret, or to undergo a certain metamorphosis in its most-fun-
damental tenets in order to adapt to the main guiding doctrines of education
under National Catholicism —particularly during the first few decades of the
dictatorship.

In the mid-1960s, gradually, scholarly innovation gradually gained a new
lease of life, and began to organise into various Movements for Pedagogical
Renewal (MPRs), ultimately becoming one of the key factors in the modernisa-
tion and democratisation of education during the period of the transition to
democracy (1975-1982). A significant number of these movements were con-
nected to the utopian pedagogical factions active in Spain during the republican
period, received influences from some of the critical pedagogy trains of thought
of the time, from Latin America and, in some cases, incorporated clearly ideo-
logical aspects into their discourse, thus combining pedagogical militancy with
political/trade-unionist militancy. Their efforts were oriented toward the revi-
talisation and modernisation of the school and development of a pedagogical,
social and political line of thought, critically, with the aim of transforming the
world through education and culture.

In this new scenario, from 1966 onwards, the tenets of France’s Modern
School re-emerged on the educational landscape in Spain, and the networks of
the Freinet movement began to be re-established, firstly informally but with a
considerable dose of enthusiasm and eagerness, then under the auspices of Aso-
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ciacion para la Correspondencia y la Imprenta Escolar (ACIES) and, later on, that
of the Movimiento Cooperativo de Escuela Popular (MCEP). To a large extent,
this was possible, in addition to the atmosphere that was brewing in Spain,
because of the confluence of other circumstances, two of which are particularly
noteworthy: firstly, thanks to the activism and intellectual risk-taking of teach-
ers, such as Ferrdn Zurriaga, who entered into direct contact, always under the
veil of clandestinity, with other French colleagues from the /nstitur Coopératif
de [’Ecole Moderne (ICEM); and secondly, due to the return from exile of a
number of teachers belonging to the early Spanish Freinet movement, such as
Josep Alcobé Biosca, which meant they fitted in with the original goal, thereby
repairing the uprooted organisation and rescuing the memory of the pioneers.

In a short period of time, the organisation came to have over a hundred
members and followers, meaning it was able to undertake several significant
projects, notably including the activities of self-training and technico-profes-
sional development, and the publication of Colaboracién (1976-1985), which
was the official means of communication for Spanish teachers who were dis-
ciple of Freinet. During the transition to democracy, the Freinet movement
was amongst the most active, dynamic and populous MPRs, and played an
important role, fuelling the public debates about education, and generating
and driving forward several fundamental social initiatives which managed to
wholly involve the educational community in the surrounding environment of
the school.

Those years saw the publication of the earliest academic works, focusing on
the influence and reception of Freinet and the French Modern School in Spain
—specifically in the first stage of its development; in addition, the protagonists
of the time bore witness to the gestation of the second stage. Since then, the
subject has become a field of investigation which has received the attention
of a number of educational historians. Over the past three-and-a-half decades,
we have seen over a hundred academic publications, though of differing genre,
allegiance and significance. The result is a historiographical maze whose multi-
ple paths lead to some successful ways out, some blind alleys and, on occasion,
false access points which simply lead to paths already covered. Nevertheless,
this continues to be a field of investigation which still garners the attention of
the academic community, which affords ample possibilities and deserves the
attention of new researchers who bring further documentation and different
analytical perspectives to the table.

The purpose of this study is to present an overview of the path of the his-
toriographical investigation on the presence of Freinet’s ideas and practices in
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Spain during the Second Republic, the Civil War and the transition to democ-
racy; to draw a critical balance as to how the question currently stands; to offer
a number of possible ways out of the historiographical maze, and to offer the
researchers of the future a broad-range specialist bibliographical repertoire,
which will serve them well in later investigations.!

2. IN THE HISTORIOGRAPHICAL MAZE OF THE SPANISH FREINET MOVEMENT

The origin, development and impact of the educational proposals made by
Freinet, and the extensive international movement for pedagogical- and social
renewal to which those proposals gave rise, is a field of investigation which has
attracted a certain amount of attention from the academic community of edu-
cational historians —at least in Mediterranean Europe. In this respect, by way of
example, we can cite a number of works which hold particular interest. The work
of E. Freinet, ]. L. Gonzdlez Monteagudo, G. Piaton and A. Pettini is still com-
pulsory reading, holding high historiographical value and, in the case of the latter
three, theoretical value as well.2 Recently, in 2013, H. Peyronie gave an overview
of the main publications registered in France about the subject in that country;
and this is a line of investigation which is still being followed, as attested by later
studies, such as those of J. Ueberschlag and T. C. Chantal and G. Nadine, which,
in addition, demonstrate the validity of the French educator’s thinking.? Ger-
many and Italy have also been the subjects of solid, illuminating studies, such as
that conducted by N. M. Beattie —author of other work relating to the processes
of transference of the Modern School-, which looks at the issue from an interna-
tional perspective, including France, Germany and Italy in the study.* Significant

' The author apologises for any oversights or omissions, which are entirely unintentional.

2 FRemer, Elise. Nacimiento de una pedagogia popular. Historia de la Escuela Moderna,

Barcelona: Laia, 1983; GoNzALEZ MONTEAGUDO, José. La pedagogia de Célestin Freinet: contexto,
bases teoricas, influencia, Madrid: Centro de Publicaciones, Secretaria General Técnica, 1988; PETTINI,
Aldo. Célestin Freinet y sus técnicas, Ediciones Sigueme, 1977; Piaton, Georges. El pensamiento
pedagogico de Célestin Freinet, Madrid: Editorial Marsiega, 1975.

3 CHanTAL, Tieche Christinat; NapiNg, Giauque. La pédagogie Freinet. Concepts, valeurs,

pratiques de classe, Lyon: Chronique Sociale, 2015; Pevronie, Henry. Le mouvement Freinet:
du fondateur charismatique a l'intellectuel collectif, Caen: Presses universitaires de Caen, 2013;
UEBERSCHLAG, Josette. Le Groupe d’Education Nouvelle d’Eure-et-Loir et [’essor du mouvement
Freinet (1927-1947), Caen: Presses Universitaires de Caen, 2015.

4 BearTig, Nicholas M. «Freinet and the Anglo-Saxons», Compare, 28, 1 (1998), 33-45; BEATTIE,
Nicholas M. The Freinet Movements of France, Italy and Germany, 1920-2000 Versions of Educational
Progressivism, Lewiston, NY: The Edwin Mellen Press, 2002.
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contributions to the historiography of the Freinet movement in Italy have been
made by E Imbernén and M. R. Di Santo.” In the case of Portugal, for its part,
the most significant historiographical development was made by P. E Gonzélez
Roa, who devoted his doctoral thesis (1999) to the topic.®

The case of the reception of the French Modern School movement in Spain
during the Second Republic and the transition to democracy has spawned a
broad and varied body of literature: at time of writing, this author is aware of 107
publications, including monographs (27), collective works (1), book chapters
(35) and articles (44) in academic journals. To this list must be added six more
investigations of special significance, in the form of doctoral theses and research
doctorate/masters dissertations.

Before going any further, it is important to elucidate the criterion used when
compiling the bibliographical corpus: only works of research and academic pub-
lications focusing on one or more aspects of Freinet’s influence and reception in
Spain between 1926 and 1983 have been considered. Thus, with these specifica-
tions, we have left out a number of publications which are very valuable for the
development of the historiography of the Freinet movement, but which, either by
their nature or by their topic or focus, fall outside of the bounds of the object of
this study. These publications include: printed sources, such as the books of H.
Almendros and the articles in the journals Colaboracion, la Imprenta en la Escuela
(1935-1936) and Colaboracién (1976-1985) and the publications of certain
teachers in Revista de Pedagogia or in other organs of pedagogical communica-
tion at the time; the texts published by H. Almendros, ]. Alcobé Biosca, some

> Di Santo, Maria Rosaria. A/ di la delle tecniche. La pratica educativa di Aldo Pettini, Milano:
Edizioni Prometheus, 2014; IMBERNON MuNoz, Francisco. /I movimento de cooperazione educativa. La
renovacion pedagogica en Italia, Barcelona: Editorial Laia, 1982.

¢ ALMEIDA, Alberto. «Um exame de ideias», In HERNANDEZ Diaz, José Maria (Ed.). La prensa de
los escolares estudiantes: su contribucion al patrimonio historico educativo, Salamanca: Ediciones
Universidad de Salamanca, 2015, 45-58; Cip FERNANDEZ, X. M. «A penetracion da pedagoxia Freinet
en Galicia e Portugal», In Cip FERNANDEZ, X. M.; AL, et (Eds.). Por unha escola do pobo. No centenario
de Freinet (1966-1996), Vigo: Servicio de Publicacions da Universidade de Vigo, 1997, 51-72;
GonzALEZ Roa, Pedro Francisco. EI Movimiento de la Escuela Moderna Portuguesa, Salamanca:
Departamento de Teoria e Historia de la Educacion. Universidad de Salamanca, 1999; GonzALEZ Roa,
Pedro Francisco. «El Movimiento de la Escuela Moderna Portuguesa», Historia de la educacion:
Revista interuniversitaria, 19 (2000), 311-329; GonzALEz Roa, Pedro Francisco. O Movimento da
Escola Moderna. Um percurso cooperativo na construgdo da profissdao docente e no desenvolvimento
da pedagogia escolar, Porto: Porto Editora, 2002; GonzALEZ Roa, Pedro Francisco. «La influencia de
Freinet en Portugal: el caso de la Escuela Moderna portuguesa», In HERNANDEZ Diaz, José Maria (Ed.).
Influencias francesas en la educacion espanola e iberoamericana (1808-2008), Salamanca: Globalia.
Ediciones Anthema, 2008, 585-592.
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of those of E Zurriaga and ]J. De Tapia (transcribed and published by F. Jiménez
Mier y Terdn) during the 1970s and 1980s, and a number of interviews with
these and other protagonists of the early Freinet movement in Spain, as these are
more autobiographical and testimonial in nature;” works which deal specifically
with the lives or careers of teachers, before and during exile, which give data and
indicate avenues worth pursuing, but touch on the question of the Freinet move-
ment tangentially, or at least, it is not the main artery of the investigation;® those

7 ALcoBE, Josep. «Herminio Almendros: Un educador para el pueblo», Cuadernos de Pedagogia, 3
(1975), 30-32; Arcost, Josep. «Técnicas Freinet en Espafia», Cuadernos de Pedagogia, 35 (1977), 8-12;
ALcOBE, Josep. «Los maestros franceses durante la guerra en Espafia», In MECEP (Ed.). La Escuela Moderna
en Espaiia. Movimiento Cooperativo de Escuela Popular, Bilbao: Zero-ZYX, 1979, 73-75; ALcost, Josep. «El
Movimiento Freinet en Espana hasta 1939», In MECEP (Ed.). La Escuela Moderna en Espaiia. Movimiento
Cooperativo de Escuela Popular, Bilbao: Zero-ZYX, 1979, 53-57; ArLcost, Josep. «Ramon Costa i Jou, un
maestro de los afios 30», Colaboracion, 33 (1982), 31; ALMENDROS, Herminio. «Sintesis de la expresion
Freinet en Espaia (1930-1938)», In MECEP (Ed.). La Escuela Moderna en Espaiia. Movimiento Cooperativo
de Escuela Popular, Bilbao: Zero-ZYX, 1979, 58-72; ALMENDROS, Herminio. La escuela moderna, jreaccion
o progreso?, La Habana: Editorial de Ciencias Sociales, 1985; CuabpErNOs DE PEDAGOGIA. «Entrevista Josep
Alcobéy, Cuadernos de Pedagogia, 61 (1980), 23-26; DaLmau, Biel. «Conversacio amb Ramon Costa i
Jouw, Perspectiva Escolar, 28 (1978), 59-64; JIMENEZ MIER v TERAN, Fernando. Un maestro singular. Vida,
pensamiento y obra de José de Tapia B, México: Fernando Jiménez Mier y Teran, 1989; JIMENEZ MIER Y
TerAN, Fernando. Un maestro singular. Vida, pensamiento y obra de José de Tapia y Bujalance, México,
D.F.: Tanteo, 2014; ViLapLaNA, Enric. «El plaer del retorn i de la vigéncia. Conversa amb Ferran Zurriagay,
Perspectiva escolar, 208 (1996), 17; ZurriaGa, Ferran. «El Movimiento Freinet en Espaa. Itinerario de la
Escuela Moderna», Cuadernos de Pedagogia, 54 (1979), 20-22; ZURRIAGA, Ferran. «La segunda época de la
experiencia Freinet en Espafia», In MCEP (Ed.). La Escuela Moderna en Espaiia. Movimiento Cooperativo de
Escuela Popular, Bilbao: Zero-ZYX, 1979, 76-112.

8 Brar GiMENO, Amparo. Herminio Almendros Ibdiiez. Vida, época y obra, Almansa: Ayuntamiento
de Almansa, 1998; Brar GimeNo, Amparo; DomiNecH, Carmen. Diario de un maestro exiliado, Valencia:
Pre-Textos, 2005; CANAVES, M; SERRA, J; SERRA, M. A. Francesc Rosellé i Gil i Margarida Bordoy i Sanso
(La seva tasca docent), Palma: Universitat de les Illes Balears, 1997; CaneLLas, Celia; TorAN, Rosa. Dolors
Piera. Mestra, politica i exiliada, Barcelona: Ayuntamiento de Barcelona. Institut d’Educacio. Publicacions de
I’Abadia de Montserrat, 2003; Cruz ORrozco, José Ignacio. «Vida y obra de un maestro freinetista: El caso de
Patricio Redondo», In VV.AA (Ed.). Castellanos sin mancha: exiliados castellano-manchegos tras la Guerra
Civil, Madrid: Celeste, 1999, 43-52; HERNANDEZ Diaz, Jos¢ Maria. «Un exponente de la pedagogia espafiola
en el exilio: Herminio Almendros y la educacion en Cubay, Revista de educacion, 309 (1996), 217-237,
Jiveno, Concepceion. «Maria Sanchez Arbos (1889-1976): el exilio interior de una maestray», Iber: Didactica
de las ciencias sociales, geografia e historia, 62 (2009), 46-55; LozaNo Stuas, Claudio. «Almansa, mi pobre
Almansa...: L’exili d’Herminio Almendros», Educacié i historia: Revista d’historia de [’educacio, 5 (2001),
197-218; MarQuEs, Salomo. L'exili dels mestres (1939-1975), Girona: Universidad de Girona, 1995; SANCHEZ
ARBOs, Maria. Mi diario, Zaragoza: Gobierno de Aragon. Departamento de Educacion, Cultura y Deporte,
2006; SoLErR Mata, Joan. «L’Itinerari formatiu i professional de Jesus Sanz Poch (1897-1936): renovacid
pedagogica i compromis politic a Catalunya durant el primer ter¢ del segle XX», Educacio i historia: Revista
d’historia de l'educacio, 13 (2009), 9-47; ViLanou, Conrad; MONTSERRAR, Josep (Eds.). Mestres i exili,
Barcelona: Universitat de Barcelona, 2003; ViLAs GiL, Pere. Joaquim Gadea Ferndndez. La vida d'un mestre,
Palma: Universitat de les Illes Balears, 1995; VV.AA (Ed.). Centenario de Herminio Almendros. Un personaje
del pasado, una figura del presente, una referencia para el futuro, Almansa: Ayuntamiento de Almansa,
1998; VV.AA (Ed.). Ramon Acin y la Junta para Ampliacion de Estudios, Huesca: Gobierno de Aragén.
Departamento de Educacion, Cultura y Deporte. Museo Pedagogico de Aragén, 2010.
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whose contribution to the historiography of the Freinet movement comes
from more general studies of history of local -or regional education;’ those
which focus on the work carried out using Freinetian techniques by Span-
ish teachers in Latin America during their exile;!° and, finally, also excluded
from this investigation were four more pieces of work, deemed to be merely
testimonial — two of which were overviews of the state of the art regarding the
investigation of the Spanish Freinet movement in its early days,!! and others
were a critical commentary on a few recently-published selected works on the
subject.!?

The first academic publication on the history of the Spanish Freinet move-
ment appeared in 1979. From then on, during the 1980s, here and there we
saw the appearance of further reports of Freinet experiments during the Sec-
ond Republic. Through these works, which are fresh and original —particularly
those of F. Imbernén and A. Garcia Madrid— an overview of the movement
was sketched out; in some publications, greater details were given about the
leading figures in that movement; for the most part, they offer the names of
schools and teachers who went further than the CETE reproducing the con-

9 AGuLLO Diaz, Carmen; PavA Rico, Andrés. Les cooperatives d’ensenyament al Pais Valencia
i la renovacio pedagogica (1968-1976), Valéncia: Publicacions Universitat de Valéncia, 2012; Diez 1
Quuano, Desideri. Historia de Puigvert de Lleida, Barcelona: La Llar del Llibre, 1987; SOLER MATA,
Joan (Ed.). Vint mestres i pedagogues catalanes del segle xx. Un segle de renovacio pedagogica a
Catalunya, Barcelona: Rosa Sensat, 2015.

10 Asociacion Civie PROTECTORA DE LAs TEcNicas FReNet (Ed.). Ideario pedagégico de Patricio
Redondo Moreno, Veracruz: Trueba, 1990; Cruz Orozco, José Ignacio. «Vida y obra de los primeros
maestros freinetistas espafioles e Iberoamericanos», In VV.AA (Ed.). Estudios sobre la educacion.
Perspectivas historicas, politicas y comparadas, Valencia: Universitat de Valencia-Departamento de
Educacion Comparada e Historia de la Educacion, 1993; JiMENEz MIER Y TERAN, Fernando. Un maestro
singular. Vida, pensamiento y obra de José de Tapia B, México: Fernando Jiménez Mier y Teran, 1989;
Lozano Senas, Claudio. «Que me sigais queriendo, que nos sigais queriendo: No se vive bien si no se
sabe esto...A proposito de unas cartas inéditas (1948-1972) de Herminio Almendros», Historia de la
educacion: Revista interuniversitaria, 18 (1999), 355-372.

Il HerNANDEZ HUERTA, José Luis; SANCHEZ BLanco, Laura. «La influencia de Célestin Freinet

en Espafia durante la década de 1930. Estado de la cuestion», In HERNANDEZ Diaz, José Maria
(Ed.). Influencias francesas en la educacion espaiiola e iberoamericana (1808-2008): actas de las
ur Conversaciones Pedagégicas de Salamamanca: 15, 16, 17 y 18 de octubre de 2008, Salamanca:
Globalia Ediciones Anthema, 2008, 93-110; HErRNANDEZ HUERTA, José Luis; SANCHEZ BLANCO, Laura.
«La influencia de Celestin Freinet en Espana durante la década de 1930. Fuentes, bibliografia, lineas
de investigaciony», Papeles Salmantinos de Educacion, 13 (2009), 121-167.

12 AmaT 1 CASTELLS, Vanesa. «Passat i present de la impremta escolar i els llibres de vida: les
tecniques Freinet a I’Estat espanyol a proposit d’algunes publicacions recents», Educacio i Historia:
Revista d’Historia de I’Educacio, 23 (2014), 207-225; GonzaLEz Ruiz, Juan. «En el afo del burro:
Platero, Freinet y un silencio desenterrado», Cabds, 11 (2014), 104-118.
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tents of various children’s schoolbooks and given the earliest information about
the bulletin Colaboracién, la Imprenta en la Escuela.'

The 1990s wore on, with no significant changes, in the same vein — at least
in terms of methodological perspective and of the pace and volume of publica-
tion, with a total of ten works. Thus, studies continued to be published about
prominent members of the CTEF, or focusing on certain geographical areas of
Spain, so the map of teachers, schools and publications gradually expanded. This
decade also saw the first attempts to offer views of the whole of the trajectory of
the Spanish Freinet movement. In this vein, the most relevant work of the decade
was the book published by E Jiménez Mier y Terdn in 1996, owing to its high
documentary value and narrative of the history of the early days of the Freinet
movement in Spain —particularly of the activity carried out by the CETE!'

The turn of the century also marked the beginning of a new stage in the
development of historiography on the influence and reception of the Modern
School in Spain. The rate of production increased considerably, with 44 works
of research recorded between 2000 and 2009. On the one hand, during that
decade, the topics dealt with in the investigations devoted to the early Freinet
movement increased in number, the focuses and analytical perspectives expanded
and the methodology employed was overhauled and streamlined. On the other,
in 2002, a new line of investigation was opened up, focusing on the development
of the second wave of the Freinet movement in Spain, proffering a hermeneutic
approach where pedagogical matters were interlinked with social, cultural and
political issues. A notable contribution to this historiographical development
came from the fact that, from the early 2000s, fundamental investigations were
carried out, as the fruits of doctoral research, in the form of doctoral dissertations
and theses, by T. Groves, E Jiménez and others.!® These same researchers, along

13 Garcia MaDRID, Antonio. «Freinet, Las Hurdes y la i1 Reptblica espafiola», Revista de Ciencias
de la Educacion, 131 (1987), 357-368; IMBERNON MuNoz, Francisco. «Colaboracion (Marg 1935-1936)
Bulleti Mensual de la Cooperativa de la Técnica Freinety», In VV.AA (Ed.). u1 Jornades d’Historia de
I’Educacié als paisos catalans, Gerona: 1979, 181-187.

14 JiMENEZ MIER Y TERAN, Fernando. Freinet en Espaiia. La revista Colaboracion, Barcelona: EUB, 1996.

15 Groves, Tamar. The Teacher as an Agent of Alternative Culture: The Teachers’ Movement during the
Transition to Democracy in Spain (Salamanca, 1970-1979), Tel Aviv: Tel Aviv University, 2002; GROVES,
Tamar. El Movimiento de Ensefiantes durante el Tardofranquismo y la Transicion a la Democracia 1970-1983,
Madrid: UNED, 2009; HERNANDEZ HUERTA, José Luis. La influencia de Celestin Freinet en Espaiia. Maestros,
escuelas y cuadernos escolares. Fuentes documentales para el estudio del movimiento freinetiano espaiiol de
la 11 Repuiblica, Salamanca: Facultad de Educacion. Universidad Pontificia de Salamanca, 2003; HERNANDEZ
HukrTa, José Luis. La depuracion franquista de los maestros freinetianos espaiioles de la década de 1930,
Salamanca: Facultad de Educacion. Universidad Pontifica de Salamanca, 2003; JiMiNEzZ MIER v TERAN,
Fernando. Maestros de a pie y cosas de nifios: libro de vida de la primera época de la educacion Freinet en
Esparna, México, D.F.: Universidad Nacional Auténoma de México, 2002.
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with others such as J. M. Herndndez Diaz and A. Garcia Madrid, went on to
author publications which, at the time, represented a significant step forward.!¢
From 2010 onwards, there has been a notable increase in the number of
publications, reaching fifty in a little over five years, in addition to two studies
on the development of Freinetian culture in the territory of Spain. The develop-
ment of the investigations, though, has been diverse, depending on the period
under study. Generally speaking, those studies that focus solely on the late Franco
period and the transition to democracy represent original contributions to the
field of study, provide other interpretative keys and frameworks, and broader
analytical perspectives. On the other hand, publications referring to the 1920s
and 1930s present a very different overview. There have been a few which offer a
more clearly-defined, broader view of the Spanish Freinet connection, outline the
thinking and scholarly culture of that teachers’ movement and introduced social-
and political elements into the logic of the investigation. These, though, are the
exception to the rule; a high proportion of the texts do not represent contribu-
tions of much weight; they hold precious little explanatory potential; they reveal
various methodological shortcomings, show hardly any originality or, in some
cases, go back over ground which has already been covered by other researchers in
earlier work. Also, like in the previous decade, in this stage of the historiography
of the Freinet movement, certain work has emerged in the form of postgradu-
ate- or doctoral theses.!” The works published during this period which can,
because of their scope and originality, be considered to be significant are those of

16 Garcia MaDRID, Antonio. Un ejército de maestros. Experiencias de las técnicas de Freinet en Castilla
vy Extremadura (1932-1936), Salamanca: Universidad Pontificia de Salamanca, 2009; Groves, Tamar.
«Maestros comprometidos: el movimiento Freinet durante el tardofranquismo y la transicion a la democracia
en Espanay, In HERNANDEZ, José M* (Ed.). Influencias francesas en la educacion espaiiola e iberoamericana
(1808-2008), Salamanca: Globalia Ediciones Anthema, 2008, 67-79; HERNANDEZ Diaz, José Maria; HERNANDEZ
Huerta, José Luis. «La represion franquista de los maestros freinetianos», Aula. Revista de Pedagogia de la
Universidad de Salamanca, 15 (2009), 201-227; HERNANDEZ HUERTA, José Luis. La influencia de Celestin
Freinet en Esparia durante la década de 1930. Maestros, escuelas y cuadernos escolares, Salamanca: Globalia
Ediciones Anthema, 2005; JIMENEZ MIER Y TERAN, Fernando. Batec. Historia de vida de un grupo de maestros,
Lérida: Universitat de Lleida, 2007.

17" GoMmEz SANcHEZ, Alba Maria. Contribuciones del movimiento Freinet a la construccion de la

democracia en Espaiia durante la Transicion politica: el boletin Colaboracion (1976-1985), Salamanca:
Universidad de Salamanca, 2015; HERNANDEZ HUERTA, José Luis. La influencia de Célestin Freinet en Espaiia
(1926-1939), Salamanca (Espaiia): Teoria e Historia de la Educacion. Universidad de Salamanca, 2011.
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A. Ramos Gonzdlez and, again, T. Groves, E. Jiménez and their collaborators — in
part, the fruit of their doctoral theses.'

Although there have been some interesting overviews of the influence and
reception of Freinet in Spain during the republican period, the Civil War and
the transition to democracy —notably that of Antén Costa— this type of global
study represents only around 2% of production.!” Most common are studies
which focus on one moment or another of the development of the scholarly
culture of France’s Modern School movement in Spain. Researchers’ interest
has focused, mainly, on the early Spanish Freinet movement, which accounts
for 78% of production, as opposed to the near 20% of studies which have
examined the twilight period of the Franco regime and the transition.

Generally speaking, the line of argument followed in investigations per-
taining to the early Freinet movement has consisted of cataloguing the move-
ment’s origins and goals; the ways in which it adapted; a few elements about its
political and social dimension; the members and their lives and careers, both
academic and professional; the ideas, practices and materials; the anti-Franco
resistance during the Civil War and, after the ultimate collapse of the republi-
can government, the inevitable administrative purging by the victors.

There are a small number of broad-reaching studies, which have managed
to paint a picture of, if not all, at least a good portion of these questions. In
some cases, the analytical framework was limited to the activity of the CETE,
its organisation, activities, material, means of communication and full-fledged
members; in others, the perspective of the analysis and interpretation sur-
rounded that clandestine, but more populous, part of the Freinetian movement,
which maintained links with the CETF but worked outside of its boundaries.
Some of these works, today, constitute fundamental references; on the other
hand, a large proportion of them, although they did play a relevant role in the

18 Groves, Tamar. Teachers and the Struggle for Democracy in Spain, 1970-1985, New York:
Palgrave macmillan, 2014; HerNANDEz Huerta, José Luis. Freinet en Espaiia (1926-1939). Escuela
popular, historia y pedagogia, Valladolid: Castilla Ediciones, 2012; JiMENEz MIER Y TERAN, Fernando.
jViva la imprenta! Origenes de la educacion Freinet en Espaiia. Libro de Vida, México, D.F.: Tanteo
Ediciones, 2011; Ramos GonzALEz, Alfred. Mestres de la impremta. El moviment Freinet Valencia (1931-
1939), Castellon: Universitat Jaume 1, 2015.

19 ALcaLA, Manolo. «Pequefia historia del Movimiento Freinet en Espafa», KIKIRIKI..! Boletin
para una pedagogia popular, 40 (1996), 39-59; Costa Rico, Anton. D abord les enfants. Freinet y la
educacion en Espaiia 1926-1975 Santiago de Compostela: USC editora académica, 2010; Costa Rico,
Anton. «Célestin y Elise Freinet y su influencia entre el profesorado Espafiol», In Louro FELGUEIRAS,
Margarida; Costa Rico, Anton (Eds.). Exilios e Viagens. Idearios de liberdade e dicursos educativos
Portugal-Espanha séc. xvi-xx, Porto: Sociedade Portuguesa de Ciéncias da Educagao e CIIE/FPCE-
UP, 2011, 193-215; GERTRUDIX ROMERO DE AviLa, Sebastian. «Aportaciones de la pedagogia Freinet a
la educacion en Espafia», Tendencias Pedagogicas, 27 (2016), 231-249.

234 Educacié i Historia: Revista d'Historia de I'Educacid, Num. 29 (gener-juny, 2017), pag. 221-246



INFLUENCE AND RECEPTION OF FREINET IN SPAIN. MAP OF THE HISTORIOGRAPHICAL MAZE:
PossiBLE MEANS OF ESCAPE (1979-2016)

historiographical development, have been largely surpassed, essentially because
the field of investigation is still an active one, continuously growing.?°

The most populous group of publications is that which rotates around the
reception of Freinet’s educational thinking and the school culture implemented in
Spain. The works that systematically go into depth about the ideas which shaped
Freinetian teachers’ educational style are few, but sufficient, although on occasion,
they suffer from contextual errors and anachronisms. On the other hand, there has
been an abundance of studies carried out along the line of the material culture of
the school, focusing on the results of the trials with the techniques of the Modern
School, the way in which those trials were conducted technically, the materials and
scholarly production of the CETE and on school newspapers or diaries. These lat-
ter productions, which are the most visible and attractive, have been the start topic
of this most recent genre of research projects, and they contain great documentary
value, as they give us access to the insides of the classrooms, and even to the inner
thoughts of the children themselves. Nevertheless, few have exploited their poten-
tial for analysis and reflection on a level closer to the pedagogical thinking, and

20 HerNANDEZ Diaz, José Maria; HerNANDEZ Huerta, José Luis. «Bosquejo historico del

Movimiento Freinet en Espafia. 1926-1939», Foro de Educacion, 5, 9 (2007), 169-202; HERNANDEZ
Hukerta, José Luis. La influencia de Celestin Freinet en Espaiia durante la década de 1930. Maestros,
escuelas y cuadernos escolares, Salamanca: Globalia Ediciones Anthema, 2005; HERNANDEZ HUERTA,
José Luis. «La utopia freinetiana en Espafia (1926-1939): Historia, perfiles, ideas y realizacionesy,
In DiEsTRO FERNANDEZ, Alfonso; JuaNAs OLIVA, Angel de; Manso Avuso, Jesus (Eds.). Vanguardias e
innovaciones pedagogicas, Salamanca: Hergar Ediciones Antema, 2011, 67-95; HERNANDEZ HUERTA,
José Luis. Freinet en Espaiia (1926-1939). Escuela popular, historia y pedagogia, Valladolid: Castilla
Ediciones, 2012; IMBERNON MuNoz, Francisco. «Colaboracion (Marg 1935-1936) Bulleti Mensual
de la Cooperativa de la Técnica Freinet», In VV.AA (Ed.). u1 Jornades d’Historia de I’Educacio als
paisos catalans, Gerona: 1979, 181-187; JimiENEz MIEr Y TERAN, Fernando. «La revista Colaboracion,
organo del Movimiento Freinet en Espafna», Historia de la educacion: Revista interuniversitaria, 14-15
(1995-1996), 541-557; JIimiENEz MIER Y TERAN, Fernando. Freinet en Espana. La revista Colaboracion,
Barcelona: EUB, 1996; JiMENEZ MIER Y TERAN, Fernando. «Recuento de cooperativistas Freinet», In
VV.AA (Ed.). Mestres i exili, Barcelona: Publicacions de la Universidad de Barcelona i INEHCA,
2003, 197-219; JimiNez MIEr v TERAN, Fernando. Batec. Historia de vida de un grupo de maestros,
Lérida: Universitat de Lleida, 2007; JiMENEZ MIER v TERAN, Fernando. ;Viva la imprenta! Origenes de
la educacion Freinet en Espana. Libro de Vida, México, D.F.: Tanteo Ediciones, 2011; JIMENEZ MIER
vy TERAN, Fernando. «Nacimiento y vispera de la Cooperativa», In ZURRIAGA, Ferran (Ed.). Pagines
vives. Quaderns Freinet. Les revistes escolars de la Segona Republica, Castellon: Universitat Jaume I,
2012, 133-160; SamPEDRO GARRIDO, Ana. «A pedogoxia Freinet en Espafia nos tempos da i1 Republicay,
Sarmiento: Anuario galego de historia da educacion, 3 (1999), 133-156.
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practically, they have been reduced to a total or partial facsimile reproduction of
the children’s writings being analysed.?!

Another significant group of studies is constituted by those which have
investigated the development of the group of Freinetian teachers in a specific

21 ABriL LopEz, Josep M. Les escoles a Sant Celoni de 1857 a 1939, Sant Celoni: Ajuntament de
Sant Celoni, 2004; AcuLLO Diaz, Maria del Carmen. «Breus apunts al volant de les mestres valencianes
republicanes i les revistes escolars», In ZurriaGaA, Ferran (Ed.). Pagines vives. Quaderns Freinet. Les
revistes escolars de la Segona Republica, Castellon: Universitat Jaume 1, 2012, 45-56; Costa Rico,
Anton. Letra a letra, Huesca: Gobierno de Aragon. Departamento de Educacion, Universidad, Cultura
y Deporte, 2011; EscriBano, F; FERrRANDIZ, F; SoLE, Q; BERNAL, S. Desenterrando el Silencio. Antoni
Benaiges, el Maestro que Prometio el Mar, Barcelona: Blume, 2013; FiGUERAS FERRER, Eva. «El valor
de la impremta en el Grup Escolar Lluis Vives: una eina al servei de I’educaci6 durant la II Republica
i de la recuperacio de la memoria pedagogica», REIRE: revista d’innovacio i recerca en educacio, 8,
1 (2015), 50-66; Garcia MaDrID, Antonio. «Freinet, Las Hurdes y la 11 Republica espafiola», Revista
de Ciencias de la Educacion, 131 (1987), 357-368; Garcia Mabprip, Antonio. «Coda: Freinet en Las
Hurdes en los afios 30», In Garcia MaDRID, Antonio (Ed.). Educacion Utopia. Educacion Realidad,
Salamanca: Kadmos, 2000, 81-93; Garcia MaDRrID, Antonio. «El periddico escolar Ideas y hechos de
la escuela de la Factoria de los Angeles y el periddico escolar Nifios, Pajaros y Flores de la escuela
de La Huerta (Caminomorisco). Prueba documental de la influencia de Freinet en Las Hurdes durante
la II Republica», Papeles salmantinos de educacion, 5 (2005), 113-175; Garcia MaDRID, Antonio.
«El periodico escolar Vida Infantil de L’Escola Nacional de Nois d’Avia (Barcelona). Documento
del movimiento de los maestros freinetianos durante la Segunda Republica», Papeles salmantinos de
educacion, 6 (2006), 225-262; Garcia Mabprip, Antonio. «El origen de las técnicas de Freinet en Las
Hurdes (1932-1934). Quién impulso6 a José Vargas Gomez a iniciar la experienciay, Papeles salmantinos
de educacion, 6 (2006), 115-170; Garcia MADRID, Antonio. Un ejército de maestros. Experiencias de
las técnicas de Freinet en Castilla y Extremadura (1932-1936), Salamanca: Universidad Pontificia
de Salamanca, 2009; Garcia MaDRID, Antonio. «El primer freinetismo en Extremadura: maestros,
escuelas y periddicos (1932-1936)», Foro de Educacion, 7, 11 (2009), 175-194; GARciaA MADRID,
Antonio. «La documentacion del primer movimiento de maestros freinetianos en el archivo de Enric
Soler i Godes», In ZURRIAGA, Ferran (Ed.). Pagines vives. Quaderns Freinet. Les revistes escolars de
la Segona Republica, Castellon: Universitat Jaume I, 2012, 79-102; Garcia MADRID, Antonio. «La
republica escolar de Avia (Barcelona). Experiencia de autogobierno y noticias freinetianas del maestro
Lluis Gonzaga Bover Oliverasy, Papeles salmantinos de educacion, 16 (2012), 21-43; GArRCiA MADRID,
Antonio. Mestres, escoles i periodics: documentacio del primer moviment freinetia a I’arxiu d’Enric
Soler i Godes, Castellon: Universitat Jaume 1, Servicio de Publicaciones, 2013; GARrRciA MADRID,
Antonio. «La revista escolar “Sementera” de la graduada n°® 1 de Plasencia (Caceres)», Papeles
salmantinos de educacion, 17 (2013), 49; Garcia Maprip, Antonio; CONDERANA CERRILLO, Jests
Manuel. «El tercer nimero de Nifios, Pajaros y Flores. Replanteamiento sobre el periddico escolar de
Maximino Cano en Las Hurdesy, ibid., 7 (2006), 183-200; HErRNANDEZ Diaz, Jos¢ Maria. «Freinet y la
renovacion pedagdgica en Espana (1926-1939)», In ZurriaGa, Ferran (Ed.). Pagines vives. Quaderns
Freinet. Les revistes escolars de la Segona Republica, Castellon: Universitat Jaume 1, 2012, 25-44;
HEeRNANDEZ Diaz, José Maria; HERNANDEZ HUERTA, José Luis. «El cuaderno escolar Salut (1935) y la
colonia escolar Santa Fe del Montseny (Barcelona). Freinet en Espafay, Historia de la Educacion.
Revista interuniversitaria, 25 (2006), 603-623; HERNANDEZ Diaz, José Maria; HERNANDEZ HUERTA, José
Luis. Transformar el mundo desde la escuela con palabras. Los cuadernos freinetianos de Barbastro
durante la 11 Republica, Huesca: Gobierno de Aragén. Departamento de Educacion, Cultura y Deporte
y Museo Pedagogico de Aragon, 2009; HERNANDEZ Diaz, José Maria; HERNANDEZ HUERTA, José Luis.
«Cuadernos escolares y técnicas Freinet en Espafia durante la Guerra Civil (1936-1939)», In MEDA,
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Judi; MontiNo, Davide; Sani, Roberto (Eds.). School exercise books. A Complex Source for History
of the Approach to Schooling and Education in the 19th and 20th Centuries, Macerata: Edizione
Polistampa, 2010, 769-792; HerNANDEz HuerTa, Jos¢ Luis. «El cuaderno escolar Del Vallés: Un
ejemplo de las practicas Freinet en la Espafia Republicanay», Papeles Salmantinos de Educacion, 2
(2003), 273-308; HERNANDEZ HUERTA, José Luis. «El cuaderno escolar Renacer: Un ejemplo de la
aplicacion de las técnicas de la Escuela Moderna durante la guerra civil espafolax», Papeles Salmantinos
de Educacion, 3 (2004), 359-373; HErRNANDEZ HUERTA, José Luis. «El cuaderno escolar Vilabesos
(1934-1935), del grupo escolar Buenaventura Carles Aribau (San Andrés, Barcelona). Un ejemplo mas
de la utilizacion de la “Imprenta en la escuela” durante la Espafia republicana», Papeles Salmantinos
de Educacion, 4 (2005), 261-314; HERNANDEZ HUERTA, José Luis. La influencia de Celestin Freinet en
Esparia durante la década de 1930. Maestros, escuelas y cuadernos escolares, Salamanca: Globalia
Ediciones Anthema, 2005; HERNANDEZ HUERTA, José Luis. La influencia de Célestin Freinet en Espaiia
(1926-1939), Salamanca (Espafia): Teoria e Historia de la Educacion. Universidad de Salamanca, 2011;
HERNANDEZ HUERTA, José Luis. Freinet en Espania (1926-1939). Escuela popular, historia y pedagogia,
Valladolid: Castilla Ediciones, 2012; HErRNANDEzZ HutrTA, José Luis. «Simedn Omella Ciprian.
Notas Biograficas y realizaciones freinetianas», In ZurriaGa, Ferran (Ed.). Pagines vives. Quaderns
Freinet. Les revistes escolars de la Segona Republica, Castelld de la Plana: Universitat Jaume I,
2012; HERNANDEZ HUERTA, José Luis; REBorDINOS HERNANDO, Francisco José. «Cuadernos escolares y
técnicas Freinet en la Islas Baleares durante la guerra civil espafiola. El maestro Teodoro Terrés Llado
y el periddico escolar Renacer», In HERNANDEZ Diaz, José Maria (Ed.). De la Junta de Ampliacion
de Estudios a la construccion del Espacio Europeo de Educacion Superior (1907-2007), Salamanca:
Globalia Ediciones Anthema, 2009, 173-195; HERNANDEZ HUERTA, José Luis; SANCHEZ BrLaNco, Laura.
«El periodico escolar Baixeras (1934-1936), del Grupo Escolar Baixeras de Barcelona. Otro ejemplo
de la aplicacion de las técnicas Freinet en Espafia durante la II Republicay, In HERNANDEZ HUERTA,
José Luis; SANCHEZ BrLaNco, Laura; PErREZ MIRANDA, Ivan (Eds.). La infancia ayer y hoy, Salamanca:
Globalia Ediciones Anthema, 2009, 173-188; HERNANDEZ HUERTA, José Luis; SANCHEZ BLaNCO, Laura.
«Ideas, materiales y practicas Freinet en Espafia durante la II Republicay, Innovacion Educativa, 23
(2013), 75-95; JiviNez MIER Y TERAN, Fernando. «Cuadernos Freinet hechos por nifios espafioles
para ser leidos por otros nifios. Propuesta de un inventario. Primer acercamiento», In Comas Rusi,
Francesca; MoriLLa SavLas, Xavier (Eds.). Historia. Histories de la lectura. Actes de les xxiv Jornades
d’Estudis Historics Locals. xvii Jornades d Historia de I’Educacio dels Paisos de la Llengua Catalana,
Palma: Institud d’Estudis Balearics, 2005; JiMENEz MIER Y TERAN, Fernando. El libro de los escolares de
Plasencia del Monte, Zaragoza: Gobierno de Aragon. Departamento de Educacion, Cultura y Deporte.
Museo Pedagogico de Aragon, 2007; JimENEz MIER Y TERAN, Fernando. Los Gestos de Anton y demdas
cuadernos escolares, México, D.F.: Tanteo Ediciones, 2012; MaArQuEs, Salomod; REGUANT, Montserrat.
Un poble, una escola, una revista. La revista Inquietud de [’escola de Me narguens, 1935-1936, Lérida:
Ajuntament de Menarguens i Pagés Editors S.L., 2010; MarTiN MaRrTiN, Elena. «La imprenta Freinet en
la escuela nacional de nifios de la Factoria de los Angeles. Caminomorisco (Caceres). 1930-1934», In
HEerNANDEZ Diaz, José Maria (Ed.). Influencias francesas en la educacion espaiiola e iberoamericana
(1808-2008), Salamanca: Globalia Ediciones Anthema, 2008, 175-187; PaLou Ruio, Saida. «Lluis G.
Bover: un mestre renovador al poble d’Avia», L’Erol, 63 (1999), s/p; PaLou Rusio, Saida. EI mestre
Bover d’Avia i les técniques Freinet, Avia: Centre d’Estudis d’Avia, 2003; Porto UcHa, Anxo Serafin;
VAzqQuez RawmiL, Raquel. «Tras las huellas de la prensa freinetiana en Galicia durante la Segunda
Republica: Faro Infantil, periddico de los nifos de la Escuela de A Caiiiza (Pontevedra)», In HERNANDEZ
Diaz, Jos¢ Maria (Ed.). La prensa de los escolares estudiantes: su contribucion al patrimonio historico
educativo, Salamanca: Ediciones Universidad de Salamanca, 2015, 165-178; ZurriaGa, Ferran (Ed.).
Pagines vives. Quaderns Freinet. Les revistes escolars de la Segona Republica, Castellon: Universitat
Jaume 1, 2012; ZURRIAGA, Ferran. «Els quaderns Freinet de la Segona Republica», In ZurriaGa, Ferran
(Ed.). Pagines vives. Quaderns Freinet. Les revistes escolars de la Segona Republica, Castellon:
Universitat Jaume 1, 2012, 13-24.
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geographical area. This type of investigations has two dimensions. First of all,
there are intensive publications which offer a fairly precise in-depth analysis
of the presence of the techniques of the French Modern School movement in
Aragén, Cataluna, Extremadura, Galicia, Mallorca, Valencia, etc. Secondly, we
have smaller-scale investigations, focusing on the activity of a teacher or on
Freinetian life in a particular locale —usually linked closely to the history of the
area. In any case, to some degree, both these types of investigation have resulted
from abundant documentation, and have been highly useful for later, further-
reaching studies.??

The Civil War period, too, is an issue to which the historiographers of the
Freinet movement have devoted a great deal of time and energy. The investigations
in this area have followed two different arcs of argument. The first is that which
looks at the teachers political/trade-unionist and pedagogical activities, and resist-
ance to the Franco regime —both in the background and on the front line— and
at life in schools in which it was still becoming possible to work with the French
educator’s pedagogical principles and techniques, especially with the mutations

22 Brar GiMENo, Amparo; HERNANDEZ SANCHEZ, Francisco. «Herminio Almendros. Un recuerdo
necesario», Cuadernos de Pedagogia, 232 (1995), 69-72; BLat GIMENO, Amparo; DoMENECH, Carmen.
Herminio Almendros. L’inspector que ronova [’educacio, Barcelona: L’ Abadia de Montserrat, 2004;
CARBONELL, Jaume. «Ramon Costa i Jou, un divulgador del metode Freinet a Catalunya», In VV.AA
(Ed.). Actes de les Senes Jornades d’Historia de I’Educacié als Paisos Catalans, Barcelona: Eumo,
1984; Cip FERNANDEZ, X. M. «A penetracion da pedagoxia Freinet en Galicia e Portugal», In Cip
FERNANDEZ, X. M.; et. alt. (Eds.). Por unha escola do pobo. No centenario de Freinet (1966-1996),
Vigo: Servicio de Publicacions da Universidade de Vigo, 1997, 51-72; CoLom CARELLAS, Antonio
Juan. «Precedentes y experiencias Freinet en Mallorca», In Ruiz BErrio, Julio; BERNAT MONTESINOS,
A; DomiNGUEZ, M. R; Juan Borroy, V. M (Eds.). La educacion en Espaiia a examen (1898-1998).
Jornadas nacionales en conmemoracion del centenario del Noventayocho, MEC, Exma. Diputacion
de Zaragoza, Institucion Fernando el Catolico (CSIC): Zaragoza, 1999, 435-445; CoLoMm CANELLAS,
Antonio Juan. «Freinet a Mallorca. Una revisio», In VV.AA (Ed.). La renovacio pedagogica.
Comunicacions de les xvi Jornades d’Historia de |’Educacio dels Paisos Catalans, Girona: CCG,
2003; Costa Rico, Anton. «La pedagogia Freinet en Galicia (1931-1978)», In ZurriaGa, Ferran (Ed.).
Pagines vives. Quaderns Freinet. Les revistes escolars de la Segona Republica, Castellon: Universitat
Jaume 1, 2012, 57-77; EscriBano, F; FErrRANDIZ, F; SoLE, Q; BERNAL, S. Desenterrando el Silencio.
Antoni Benaiges, el Maestro que Prometio el Mar, Barcelona: Blume, 2013; FErraz LorRENZO, Manuel.
«Luis Diego Cuscoy, maestro y arqueodlogo: ;defensor de las técnicas educativas de Freinet durante
los afios 30?», In CELADA PERANDONES, Pablo (Ed.). Arte y oficio de enseiiar: dos siglos de perspectiva
historica / xvi Coloquio Nacional de Historia de la Educacion, El Burgo de Osma, Soria, 11-13 de julio
de 2011, El Burgo de Osma: Sociedad Espafiola de Historia de la Educacion, 2011, 325-334; Fortuny,
M. «Josep Santaularia Ortiz, un mestre d’escola populary», In VV.AA (Ed.). Moviment obrer i educacio
popular, Palma: Universitat de les Illes Balears, 1986; Garcia MaDrID, Antonio. «Freinet, Las Hurdes
y la 11 Repuiblica espafiolay, Revista de Ciencias de la Educacion, 131 (1987), 357-368; GARCiA MADRID,
Antonio. «Coda: Freinet en Las Hurdes en los afios 30», In GArcia MaDprip, Antonio (Ed.). Educacion
Utopia. Educacion Realidad, Salamanca: Kadmos, 2000, 81-93; Garcia MaDRID, Antonio. «Mas
noticias sobre el origen de la influencia de Freinet en Las Hurdes durante la i1 Reptblica. Datos sobre
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el maestro Maximino Cano Gascon», Papeles salmantinos de educacion, 3 (2004), 375-403; GARCiA MADRID,
Antonio. «Un documento excepcional: memoria de un maestro freinetiano sobre la educacion en un pueblo
de Las Hurdes de 1930 a 1932», Papeles salmantinos de educacion, 4 (2005), 315-340; GarciaA MADRID,
Antonio. «El origen de las técnicas de Freinet en Las Hurdes (1932-1934). Quién impulsé a José Vargas
Gomez a iniciar la experiencia», Papeles salmantinos de educacion, 6 (2006), 115-170; Garcia MADRID,
Antonio. «Los maestros freinetianos de las Hurdes durante la i1 Republica. Noticias documentadas», Revista
de Educacion, 340 (2006), 493-521; GArcia MADRID, Antonio. Freinet en Las Hurdes durante la Segunda
Republica. Los maestros José Vargas Gomez y Maximino Cano Gascon, Mérida: Editora Regional de
Extremadura. Junta de Extremadura. Consejeria de Cultura y Turismo, 2008; Garcia MADRID, Antonio.
Un ejército de maestros. Experiencias de las técnicas de Freinet en Castilla y Extremadura (1932-1936),
Salamanca: Universidad Pontificia de Salamanca, 2009; Garcia MapRriD, Antonio. «El primer freinetismo
en Extremadura: maestros, escuelas y periodicos (1932-1936)», Foro de Educacion, 7, 11 (2009), 175-194;
Garcia MADRID, Antonio. «La imprenta en el escuela, un documento de José Vargas Gomez. Mas pistas sobre
el origen de la experiencia Freinet en las Hurdes», Papeles salmantinos de educacion, 18 (2014), 77-88;
Garcia MaDRID, Antonio; CONDERANA CERRILLO, Jesus Manuel. «Qué fue de los maestros freinetianos de
Las Hurdes. Trayectoria profesional y vitaly, ibid., 7 (2006), 13-41; GERTRUDIX RoMERO DE AviLa, Sebastian.
Simedn Omella: el Maestro de Plasencia del Monte, Zaragoza: Diputacion General de Aragon y Caja
Inmaculada, 2002; GERTRUDIX ROMERO DE AviLa, Sebastian. Josep Alcobé y la Pedagogia Freinet, Cantabria:
Movimiento Cooperativo de Escuela Popular, 2002; HERNANDEZ HUERTA, José Luis. «Simedn Omella Ciprian.
Notas Biograficas y realizaciones freinetianas», In ZURRIAGA, Ferran (Ed.). Pagines vives. Quaderns Freinet.
Les revistes escolars de la Segona Republica, Castellé de la Plana: Universitat Jaume 1, 2012; IMBERNON
Munoz, Francisco. «L’Escola Freinet de Plana Rodona (Olérdola) vista per I’alumne Josep Colomer», Full
informatiu de la Societat Catalana d’Historia de I’Educacio dels Paisos de Llengua Catalana, 5-6 (1986-
1987), s/p; JauME 1 CAMPANER, Miquel. Freinet a Mallorca: Miquel Deya Palerm i [’escola de Consell (1930-
1940), Palma: Lleonard Muntaner, 2001; JAuME 1 CAMPANER, Miquel. «Antecedents de Freinet a les Illes
Balearsy», Bolleti de la Societat Arqueologica Lul'liana: Revista d’estudis historics, 66 (2010), 183-210; JAUME
1 CaMPANER, Miquel. «Els inicis de la recepcio de Freinet a Mallorca», In ZurriaGa, Ferran (Ed.). Pagines
vives. Quaderns Freinet. Les revistes escolars de la Segona Republica, Castellon: Universitat Jaume 1, 2012,
105-121; JimeNEz MIER Y TERAN, Fernando. Seis experiencias de educacion Freinet en Cataluiia antes de 1939,
Fraga: Aula Libre, 1994; JimiNEz MIER Y TERAN, Fernando. «Otro colaborador. Bernabé de Pedro», Aula Libre,
64 (1997), 10-12; JiméNez Mier Y TERAN, Fernando. Batec. Historia de vida de un grupo de maestros, Lérida:
Universitat de Lleida, 2007; JimiNeEz MiErR v TERAN, Fernando. El libro de los escolares de Plasencia del
Monte, Zaragoza: Gobierno de Aragon. Departamento de Educacion, Cultura y Deporte. Museo Pedagdgico
de Aragon, 2007; Juan Borroy, V. M. «Félix Carrasquer. El compromiso militante con la educacion y la
libertad», Anuario de pedagogia, 9 (2007), 177-200; MarQuEs, Salomo; REGUaNT, Montserrat. Un poble,
una escola, una revista. La revista Inquietud de [’escola de Me narguens, 1935-1936, Lérida: Ajuntament de
Menarguens i Pages Editors S.L., 2010; MarTiN MaRrTiN, Elena. «La imprenta Freinet en la escuela nacional de
nifios de la Factoria de los Angeles. Caminomorisco (Caceres). 1930-1934», In HERNANDEZ Diaz, José Maria
(Ed.). Influencias francesas en la educacion espaiiola e iberoamericana (1808-2008), Salamanca: Globalia
Ediciones Anthema, 2008, 175-187; PaLou Ruslo, Saida. «Lluis G. Bover: un mestre renovador al poble
d’Avia», L’Erol, 63 (1999), s/p; PaLou RuBlo, Saida. El mestre Bover d’Avia i les técniques Freinet, Avia:
Centre d’Estudis d’Avia, 2003; Porto UcHa, Anxo Serafin; VAzQuez RamiL, Raquel. «Tras las huellas de la
prensa freinetiana en Galicia durante la Segunda Republica: Faro Infantil, periodico de los nifios de la Escuela
de A Caiiiza (Pontevedra)», In HERNANDEZ Diaz, José Maria (Ed.). La prensa de los escolares estudiantes: su
contribucion al patrimonio historico educativo, Salamanca: Ediciones Universidad de Salamanca, 2015, 165-
178; Ramos GonzALEz, Alfred. Mestres de la impremta. El moviment Freinet Valencia (1931-1939), Castellon:
Universitat Jaume 1 2015; Soriano JiMENEZ, Ignacio Clemente. «Imprenta Freinet en la escuela de Bafiuelos de
Bureba: el maestro Antonio Benaigesy, Boletin de la Institucion Fernan Gonzdlez, 241 (2010), 365-379; VIDAL
1 BELLES, Francesca. «Antoni Porcar i Candel (1904-1947): mestre republica, impulsor de la revista escolar
Ibéria (Canet lo Roig)», In ZURRIAGA, Ferran (Ed.). Pagines vives. Quaderns Freinet. Les revistes escolars de
la Segona Repuiblica, Castellon: Universitat Jaume 1, 2012, 187-207; VipaL 1 BELLES, Francesca. Antoni Porcar
i Candel (1904-1947). El mestre que va donar la paraula als infants, Castellé de la Plana: Fundacio Catedra
Enric Soler i Godes- Universitat Jaume 1, 2014; ZurriaGa, Ferran. «Herminio Almendros y la Pedagogia
Freinet: una experiencia didactica del siglo XX», In VV.AA (Ed.). Centenario de Herminio Almendros: un
personaje del pasado, una figura del presente, una referencia para el futuro, Almansa: Ayuntamiento de
Almansa, 2001, 181-188.
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suffered by school culture in Barcelona, Mallorca and Valencia. The second line of
argument focuses, mainly, on the Franco regime’s purging of teachers subscribing
to the principles, mean and ends of France’s Modern School, paying attention to
the purge notices originally issued and to the later revisions made to them.??
Quite late in the day, in comparison with other historiographical trends, pub-
lished analyses also began to include the perspective of gender, though without a

23 Costa Rico, Anton. D abord les enfants. Freinet y la educacion en Esparia 1926-1975 Santiago
de Compostela: USC editora académica, 2010; EscriBano, F; FErRrANDIZ, F; SoLk, Q; BErRNAL, S.
Desenterrando el Silencio. Antoni Benaiges, el Maestro que Prometio el Mar, Barcelona: Blume, 2013;
GaRrcia MADRID, Antonio; CONDERANA CERRILLO, Jesis Manuel. «Qué fue de los maestros freinetianos
de Las Hurdes. Trayectoria profesional y vitaly, Papeles salmantinos de educacion, 7 (2006), 13-41;
HEerRNANDEZ Diaz, José Maria; HERNANDEzZ HUERTA, José Luis. «Bosquejo historico del Movimiento
Freinet en Espafa. 1926-1939», Foro de Educacion, 5, 9 (2007), 169-202; HERNANDEZ Diaz, José
Maria; HERNANDEZ HUERTA, José Luis. «La represion franquista de los maestros freinetianos», Aula.
Revista de Pedagogia de la Universidad de Salamanca, 15 (2009), 201-227; HERNANDEZ Diaz, José
Maria; HERNANDEZ HUERTA, José Luis. «Cuadernos escolares y técnicas Freinet en Espafia durante la
Guerra Civil (1936-1939)», In MEepa, Judi; MonTiNo, Davide; Sani, Roberto (Eds.). School exercise
books. A Complex Source for History of the Approach to Schooling and Education in the 19th and
20th Centuries, Macerata: Edizione Polistampa, 2010, 769-792; HEerRNANDEZ HuUERrTA, José Luis.
«La depuracion franquista de los maestros freinetianos espafioles de la década de 1930», Papeles
Salmantinos de Educacion, 3 (2004), 59-95; HerNANDEZ HuerTaA, José Luis. «El cuaderno escolar
Renacer: Un ejemplo de la aplicacion de las técnicas de la Escuela Moderna durante la guerra civil
espafiolan, Papeles Salmantinos de Educacion, 3 (2004), 359-373; HERNANDEZ HUERTA, José Luis. La
influencia de Celestin Freinet en Espaiia durante la década de 1930. Maestros, escuelas y cuadernos
escolares, Salamanca: Globalia Ediciones Anthema, 2005; HERNANDEZ HUERTA, José Luis. Freinet
en Espaiia (1926-1939). Escuela popular, historia y pedagogia, Valladolid: Castilla Ediciones,
2012; HerNANDEzZ HUERTA, José Luis. «Simedn Omella Ciprian. Notas Biograficas y realizaciones
freinetianas», In ZurriaGa, Ferran (Ed.). Pagines vives. Quaderns Freinet. Les revistes escolars de
la Segona Republica, Castelld de la Plana: Universitat Jaume 1, 2012; HERNANDEZ HUERTA, José Luis;
ReBorDINOS HERNANDO, Francisco José. «Cuadernos escolares y técnicas Freinet en la Islas Baleares
durante la guerra civil espafiola. El maestro Teodoro Terrés Llado y el periddico escolar Renacer»,
In HERNANDEZ Diaz, José Maria (Ed.). De la Junta de Ampliacion de Estudios a la construccion del
Espacio Europeo de Educacion Superior (1907-2007), Salamanca: Globalia Ediciones Anthema,
2009, 173-195; HErRNANDEZ HUERTA, José Luis; HERNANDEz Diaz, Jos¢é Maria. «Freinet en Espaiia
(1926-1939)», Historia da Educagdo, 16, 36 (2012), 147-161; Jiménez MiEr Y TERAN, Fernando. Seis
experiencias de educacion Freinet en Cataluiia antes de 1939, Fraga: Aula Libre, 1994; JIMENEZ MIER Y
TEeRAN, Fernando. Maestros de a pie y cosas de nifios: libro de vida de la primera época de la educacion
Freinet en Espaiia, México, D.F.: Universidad Nacional Autonoma de México, 2002; JIMENEZ MIER
vy TERAN, Fernando. ;Viva la imprenta! Origenes de la educacion Freinet en Espaiia. Libro de Vida,
México, D.F.: Tanteo Ediciones, 2011; Ramos GonzALEZ, Alfred. Mestres de la impremta. El moviment
Freinet Valencia (1931-1939), Castellon: Universitat Jaume I, 2015; VipaL 1 BeLLEs, Francesca.
«Antoni Porcar i Candel (1904-1947): mestre republica, impulsor de la revista escolar Iberia (Canet lo
Roig)», In ZURRIAGA, Ferran (Ed.). Pagines vives. Quaderns Freinet. Les revistes escolars de la Segona
Republica, Castellon: Universitat Jaume I, 2012, 187-207; VipaL 1 BELLES, Francesca. Antoni Porcar
i Candel (1904-1947). El mestre que va donar la paraula als infants, Castello de la Plana: Fundacio
Catedra Enric Soler i Godes- Universitat Jaume 1, 2014; ZURRIAGA, Ferran. Sembra. Quadern escolar.
Homenatge a Enric Soler Godes, Valencia: Conselleria de Cultura, Educaci6 i Ciencia, Generalitat
Valenciana, 1988.
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clear referential theoretical framework in this regard. The studies performed along
this line offer a general profile of social, cultural and political backgrounds and
training of Freinet’s female disciples, as well as the work done with the techniques
of the Modern School, the role played within the movement and the fate that
befell these teachers during the Franco government’s purging process. Such works
have held up the examples of the female teachers working in Cataluna and Valen-
cia.?4

The second age of the Spanish Freinet movement, which spans from the latter
half of the 1960s until the early 1980s, is a line of investigation which has been
less thoroughly exploited, according to the weight of this type of studies in the
general count of academic production. Nonetheless, it is a field of investigation
which has been being cultivated for almost fifteen years. The result of these efforts
is a little over twenty studies, the majority of which are serious and solid.

Of particular note amongst these studies are those of the researcher T. Groves,
who is a pioneer in this field and has produced three quarters of the investigations
published. Her work has focused, primarily, on the group of Freinetian teach-
ers operating in the province of Salamanca: one of the most populous groups,
most lively and most active, both pedagogically and socio-politically. Through
these investigations, she has explored questions of particular historiographical
interest, including, notably: the conception of democracy and the political, social
and cultural agendas attached to the educational project carried out by Freinet’s
disciples in the classroom; the ways in which the teachers conveyed these ideas
to the communities in they were working, and forged a relationship with those
communities; the styles of dynamisation, organisation and trade-unionist mobili-
sation; the dominant culture in the schooling system; and the free spaces created
for self-training and discussion, on a political, social and cultural level, about the
then-pressing problems in education.?

2 AguLLo Diaz, Maria del Carmen. «Breus apunts al volant de les mestres valencianes

republicanes i les revistes escolars», In ZurriaGa, Ferran (Ed.). Pagines vives. Quaderns Freinet. Les
revistes escolars de la Segona Republica, Castellon: Universitat Jaume 1, 2012, 45-56; HERNANDEZ
HuerTa, José Luis. «Women and Educational Renewal in Spain (1931-1939). The Contributions of
the Freinet Teachers», In CagNoLaTi, Antonella; CaNaLEs, Antonio (Eds.). Women's Education in the
Mediterranean World: Historical Perspectives, Roma: Aracne, 2016, in press.

2> Groves, Tamar. The Teacher as an Agent of Alternative Culture: The Teachers’ Movement
during the Transition to Democracy in Spain (Salamanca, 1970-1979), Tel Aviv: Tel Aviv University,
2002; Groves, Tamar. «Maestros comprometidos: el movimiento Freinet durante el tardofranquismo
y la transicion a la democracia en Espana», In HERNANDEZ, Jos¢ M? (Ed.). Influencias francesas en la
educacion espariola e iberoamericana (1808-2008), Salamanca: Globalia Ediciones Anthema, 2008,
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Groves work, in addition to being backed up by a wide range of archival,
printed and oral sources, has the novel feature of establishing an intense dialogue
with social, cultural, political and educational trends in the national and
international contexts and, in particular, with the ideas, proposals and practices
of other Spanish MPRs —especially Accion Educativa. It also makes significant
contributions to the theory of social and educational movements in times of
political change. Such aspects, amongst other things, provide a new dimension
for the analysis of the Freinet movement.

67-79; GrovEs, Tamar. «Qué significa vivir en democracia? La movilizacion sindical de los maestros
durante la Transicion Espafiola», In Quirosa-CHEYROUZE MuNoz, Rafael; FERNANDEZ AMADOR, Monica
(Eds.). Sociedad y movimientos sociales, Almeria: Instituto de Estudios Almerienses, Diputacion de
Almeria, 2009, 203-218; Groves, Tamar. E/ Movimiento de Enseriantes durante el Tardofranquismo
v la Transicion a la Democracia 1970-1983, Madrid: UNED, 2009; Groves, Tamar. «;Qué engaiia
mas, la memoria o los documentos? Experiencias de la pedagogia Freinet en la escuela rural en los
afios setentan, Foro de Educacion 8, 12 (2010), 171-173; Groves, Tamar. «El maestro rural como
agente de cultura alternativa durante la transicion espafiola: El caso de la provincia de Salamancay,
Historia de la educacion: Revista interuniversitaria, 17 (2011), 133-143; Groves, Tamar. «La
democracia se hace asi. La movilizacion sindical de los maestros y la democratizacion de la sociedad
espafiola», Colaboracion, 12, 46 (2012), 7-21; Groves, Tamar. «Everyday Struggles against Franco’s
Authoritarian Legacy: Pedagogical Social Movements and Democracy in Spainy», Journal of Social
History, 46, 2 (2012), 305-334; Groves, Tamar. «;Modernizacion o democratizacion? La construccion
de un nuevo sistema educativo entre el tardofranquismo y la democracia», Bordon, 65, 4 (2013),
135-148; Groves, Tamar. «Educacion como tema: prensa pedagogica y la recuperacion de la sociedad
civil en el ambito local», In HERNANDEZ, José M* (Ed.). Prensa pedagdgica y patrimonio historico
educativo, Salamanca: Ediciones Universidad de Salamanca, 2013, 235-243; Groves, Tamar. «El
pasado, el presente y el futuro de una utopia: La Escuela Nueva y la renovacion pedagogica», In
Esprigapo TociNo, M. Gloria; GOMEzZ FERNANDEZ, Juan; PAscua SANCHEZ, Maria José de la; SANCHEZ
VILLANUEVA, Juan Luis; VAzQuez DomiNGUEZ, Carmen (Eds.). La Constitucion de Cadiz: genealogia y
desarrollo del sistema educativo liberal. xvir Coloquio Nacional de Historia de la Educacion, Cadiz,
9-11 de Julio de 2013, Cadiz: Universidad de Cadiz, Servicio de Publicaciones, 2013, 2013, 845-854;
Groves, Tamar. «Eduacion como tema: prensa pedagogica y la recuperacion de la sociedad civil en
el ambito localy, In. Prensa pedagogica y patrimonio historico educativo: contribuciones desde la
Europa mediterranea e Iberoamérica, Salamanca : Ediciones Universidad de Salamanca, 2013, 2013,
235-244; Groves, Tamar. «Political Transition and Democratic Teachers: Negotiating Citizenship in
the Spanish Education System», European History Quarterly, 44, 2 (2014), 263-292; GroVes, Tamar.
Teachers and the Struggle for Democracy in Spain, 1970-1985, New York: Palgrave macmillan, 2014;
Groves, Tamar; OrRTEGA Lopez, Teresa Maria; Arco Branco, Miguel Angel del. «;Ciudadania social
desde abajo? La movilizacion por la Escuela Publica y sus valores civicos», In VV.AA (Ed.). Claves del
mundo contemporaneo, debate e investigacion: Actas del xi Congreso de la Asociacion de la Historia
Contemporanea, Granada: Comares, 2013; HERNANDEZ HUERTA, José Luis; Groves, Tamar. «Resistance
through teachers’ professional development. The Spanish Freinet movement before and after the Franco
Dictatorship.», In. International Standing Conference for History of Education-35. Education and
Power: Historical Perspectives, Riga: ISCHE, 2013, 86.
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Continuing with this line of argument and analytical perspective, two
projects were carried out, by A. M2. Gémez Sdnchez ez al., which focus on
the contributions of the Spanish Freinet movement to the democratisation
of education during the period of transition —particularly to the politico-
pedagogical debates about the principles and purposes of public education,
the way in which it should be understood, the problems caused by the
existence of privately-run, state-funded schools and the role of the school as
an agent for community development and a forum for civic participation.
The basic documentary source for these works is the collection of the journal
Colaboracion, which is a representative example of the professional pedagogical
press in Spain in the 1970s and 1980s, which helped shape the pedagogical
outlook that was dominant in these and later decades.?

Finally, there are a few further studies, though of lesser interest, due mainly
to their lack of methodological rigour and, on occasions, also to the scant or
non-existent contribution they make to the field of study. In any case, the
article of M. J. Vicén Ferrando is worthy of special mention. It provides
especially valuable data concerning the incorporation of the teachings
of France’s Modern School in several primary schools and in the Escuela
Universitaria de Magisterio (Teacher-Training University) in Huesca, the
practices there and the relations of communication and collaboration that the
institutions maintained with other local chapters of the Freinet movement.?’

3. FINAL POINTS: POSSIBLE WAYS OUT OF THE MAZE

The map of the historiographical labyrinth on the influence and reception
of Freinet in Spain between 1926 and 1983 reveals that this is a well-defined

26 GoMEz SANCHEZ, Alba Maria. Contribuciones del movimiento Freinet a la construccion de
la democracia en Espaiia durante la Transicion politica: el boletin Colaboracion (1976-1985),
Salamanca: Universidad de Salamanca, 2015; HERNANDEZ HUERTA, José Luis; GOMEzZ SANCHEZ, Alba
Maria. «Debating education and political reform: the Freinet movement and democratization in Spain
(1975-1982)», Historia da Educagdo, 20, 49 (2016), in press.

27 Errico, Gemma. «La pedagogia Freinet en Espafia: la importancia del Movimiento Cooperativo
de Escuela Popular (MCEP)», Cabas, 12 (2014), 1-14; FERNANDEZ SArAsA, Carla. «Transformacion
social y creacion de sentido en los testimonios de maestros y alumnos de la segunda etapa del
movimiento Freinet en Espafay, Social and Education History, 4, 3 (2015), 287-308; VICEN FERRANDO,
Maria Jesus. «Experiencias Freinet en escuelas oscenses (1973-1983)», Anuario de pedagogia, 9
(2007), 345-378.
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field of investigation, significantly developed and relevant. The early Freinet
movement in Spain in the 1920s and 1930s has been particularly well explored,
predictably offering little room for important findings or contributions
involving a hermeneutical aspect. However, there are still opportunities
for original investigations. Some lines of work could very well focus, for
example, on closely examining the Spanish reception and metamorphoses of
the thinking of the French educator; on continuing to chart the educational
archipelago and study the life, production and communication networks of
its inhabitants; or on developing and highlighting the political dimension
and social impact of the Freinetian link. Following this line, regional studies,
such as the one recently published on Valencia, solid and well articulated, can
play a particularly important role due to their intensive nature. Nevertheless,
this kind of work involves risks, of which we can highlight two: firstly, it is
possible to overstate the extent and the depth of the problem that has birthed
the investigation; and secondly, it can lead to labyrinths within the labyrinth,
which consume the researchers’ time and energy, generating a «Groundhog
Day» syndrome for them and noising the academic production.

The historiography produced thus far about the second era of the Spanish
Freinet movement presents a very different picture. This line of work offers
more and better opportunities for significant and innovative investigations.
It has solid studies, some of which have also provided theoretical and
methodological contributions for the study of the MPRs. However, the bulk
of the story is yet to be revealed and narrated; the dimension, the weight
and the impact of the group of Freinetian teachers who developed their
pedagogical militancy during the late Francoism period and the transition
have yet to be determined. Despite the freshness of the terrain, some recently
published studies may contribute to the development of more mazes within
the maze, and the development of a «Groundhog Day» syndrome in this part
of the historiography of the Freinet movement.

In both cases, expanding the studies of the transfer processes of the
French educator’s thought and practices and introducing the international
dimension of the movement as key to the analysis, which would account for
the role played by the Spanish group in the history of school renewal, social
mobilisation and more extensive political and trade-union militancy, may also
provide clear and safe escape routes from the labyrinth.

Finally, at this point, it seems appropriate to provide recommended
reading to facilitate the entry and subsequent orientation of researchers
into the maze of Spanish historiography. As an introduction to the subject,
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which offers an overview of the influence of the Modern School in Spain
between 1926 and 1983, the book Dabord les enfants. Freinet y la educacion
en Espana 1926-1975* may prove useful. In the specific case of the reception
of Freinet’s thinking, the techniques of the French educator and the agenda
of the Spanish Freinet movement during the 1920s and 1930s, the works
entitled ;Viva la imprenta! Origenes de la educacion Freinet en Espana. Libro de
Vida and Freinet en Espaia (1926-1939). Escuela popular, historia y pedagogia®
will be of interest. For its part, the study Zeachers and the Struggle for
Democracy in Spain, 1970-1985 is an essential reference for the second era of
the Spanish Freinet movement, developed during the late Franco period and
the transition to democracy.®® There are other complementary studies which
provide an approach to issues of interest not addressed in the works cited here
or which, at best, are only mentioned tangentially. To more fully explore the
first of the aforementioned avenues for research, the following books may
be particularly appealing. Batec. Historia de vida de un grupo de maestros and
Mestres de la impremta. El moviment Freiner Valencia (1931-1939);3! and with
the same goal but in the context of the second stage of the development of the
Spanish Freinet movement, it may be advisable to read «Political Transition
and Democratic Teachers: Negotiating Citizenship in the Spanish Education
System>>.32

28 Costa Rico, Anton. D’abord les enfants. Freinet y la educacion en Espaiia 1926-1975 Santiago
de Compostela: USC editora académica, 2010.

29 HerNANDEZ HUERTA, José Luis. Freinet en Espaiia (1926-1939). Escuela popular, historia y
pedagogia, Valladolid: Castilla Ediciones, 2012; JiMENEZ MIER Y TERAN, Fernando. ;Viva la imprenta!
Origenes de la educacion Freinet en Espaiia. Libro de Vida, México, D.F.: Tanteo Ediciones, 2011.

30 Groves, Tamar. Teachers and the Struggle for Democracy in Spain, 1970-1985, New York:
Palgrave Macmillan, 2014.

31 JimiNez MIEr v TERAN, Fernando. Batec. Historia de vida de un grupo de maestros, Lérida:
Universitat de Lleida, 2007; Ramos GonzALEz, Alfred. Mestres de la impremta. El moviment Freinet
Valencia (1931-1939), Castellon: Universitat Jaume 1, 2015.

32 Groves, Tamar. «Political Transition and Democratic Teachers: Negotiating Citizenship in the
Spanish Education Systemy», European History Quarterly, 44, 2 (2014), 263-292.
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