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Abstract

The research presented in this article analysegp#reeption of the new draft Statute of
Catalonia in the Spanish written press. The stud \werformed by analysing the
editorials and the front pages published in twehesvspapers all over Spain between
the 1st of October and the 15th of December 2006.ew draft Statute of Catalonia
triggered an oversized debate that converted theéianiato a true “political arena”, a
public locus where the media and politicians digplh a host of cooperative or
competitive ideological strategies. The article cdodes that the new Statute was
harshly rejected in the majority of newspapers,eeslly in some of the national
broadsheets, and it tries to pinpoint the diffeem@mong these twelve newspapers.
The research also dissects the strong and weaktpah the draft Statute in the
newspapers analysed.
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1. Introduction and theoretical note

This article presents an analysis of the percepifcthe new draft Statute of Catalonia
in the Spanish press. The research was performeshalysing the editorials and front
pages of twelve newspapers around the country, théhexception of those published
in Catalonid, between the 1st of October and the 15th of Deeer®05.

The new draft Statute of Catalonia riveted — andaime extent still rivets — the
political debate all over Spain. The media as alejhout especially the written press,
have taken positions on the draft, which was apgatan the 30th of September 2005
by the Parliament of Catalonia.

! The goal of this study is to analyse the publimimm published in the newspapers in Spain whieh ar
issued outside of Catalonia. It would be intereggfor future research to compare these positiotis thie
ones expressed in the Catalan newspapers.

* Contact address: Sergi Cortifias Rovira. Departdarde Comunicacio, Universitat Pompeu Fabra. Roc
Boronat, 138. 08018 Barcelona, EU. E-mail: sergiicas@upf.edu.
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The corpus analysed includes the most importantspapers in Spain as a
whol€’. In addition to the major nationwide newspapers, also took region into
account as a selection criterion in order to ensgpeesentation of the different regional
sensibilities. For this reason, some of the leadiegional newspapers in the most
important regions were also chosen.

The newspapers chosen for this study are El PaisluBdo, ABC, La Razon,
Expansion, El Correo, La Voz de Galicia, EI Norte @astilla, Levante, Heraldo de
Aragon, Diario de Sevilla and Ultima Hora. A tot#l 540 front pages were analysed,
along with more than 495 editorials.

1.1. Theoretical note

In the 1960s and 1970s, research in communicatias dominated by the objectivist
current of thinking, which enshrined facts overefftem of opinions and postulated a
radical separation between information and opinio@urrent research into
communication assumes that when reporting the npgwsnalists inevitably adopt a
point of view, an approach, a frame. This concd@pproach or frame has been used
quite often in journalist studies into politicalmmunication, especially in the past two
decades.

The approach is the “core organising idea of thetextt of the news that
provides a context through a process of selecéommphasis, exclusion and elaboration”
(Tankard, 1991). The set of approaches to redlay mewspapers have used throughout
their history creates an image, a corporate idetiiat gains social importance which
makes each newspaper what it is, different fronctimpetition (Canel, 1999).

Using a reordering proposed by Borrat (1989: 99,10k essential functions of
the political language of newspapers can be sumsedhras: (1) interpreting and
connecting; (2) disseminating information; (3) gaijng to the future and the past; (4)
implementing the public agenda; and (5) stimulatexgion. Any newspaper, by
definition, does the first three; however, the thudepends on its relative degree of
influence in its respective political system (Fafr899).

On another front, certain factors in the sociol@jycommunication should be
borne in mind to grasp the media’s influence ontigsl Sociology perceives reality as
a product that is constructed through the multipétions of human beings. These
actions include those performed by the mass medmch become fundamentally
important because of their central position inghmbolic mediation of experiences and
their socially recognised and legitimised role esators of public schemas of reference
(Grossi, 1985). In turn, Maxwell McCombs and Don8ldaw (1972) propose the idea
that through their selection of the news, the meldigermine the subjects about which
the public thinks and speaks; the authors calldgenda-setting.

A complementary vision to agenda-setting and thestraction of reality is the
notion of “theme” — thematisation — (Marletti, 1983 hematisation confers on the
media the ability to choose a theme and place thespotlight of public attention.
Marletti suggests that the media focus attentiorentain themes but not on others out
of a clear aim to set the political agenda in ceance with the political powers
themselves. This conclusion by the Italian authan ©e applied in the process of

2 According to the latest figures from the CircubatiJustification Office (OJD).
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drafting and approving a statute. As can be sdéenntedia and the political apparatus
are the ones who primarily develop the processésemhatisation (Marletti, 1985).

Likewise, in different sub-fields of political sciee, in-depth studies have been
conducted on factors like administration, socia@amisation and constituent processes,
such as the target of this study. However, muckthefresearch focuses on shedding
light on electoral processes as a whole or on Bpedpects of them, such as the actors,
the messages or the strategies of the differeitiqadlparties.

There is a remarkable number of studies into maliticommunication that
demonstrate the impact of the media on individu@Ectoral behaviour (Norris,
Curtice, Scammell and Semetko, 1999; Zaller, J92)19Despite the fact that they are
eminently empirical, these studies mainly consittieee possible media effects on a
voter: reinforcement, activation and conversiorthe voting decision (Lazarsfeld, P.,
1944).

2. Objectives and working methodology

The objectives of this study are the following: {@)ascertain the degree and nature of
the criticism against the new draft Statute of (@aia; (2) to compare the positions of

the different media analysed; and (3) to delim@ strong and weak points of the new
draft Statute.

In overall terms, the methodology used was a syasienanalysis of the
contents, with a quantitative and a qualitativeeta@rippendorf, 1990; Wimmer and
Dominick, 2001). The corpus was obtained using thieria of readership and
regionalism set forth in the introduction. The pdrianalysed was comprised of 45
calendar days in the autumn of 2005 (October, Ndenand December). The days
chosen to be analysed were distributed as foflows

— Approval in ParliamentFrom the 1st to the 15th of October (15 daysrafte
approval of the Statute in the Parliament of Catialp

— Consideration and approval of its passage in thagtess of Deputies-rom
the 2nd to the 16th of November.

— Follow-up on the draft Statut&rom the 1st to the 15th of December 2005.

The research efforts concentrated on the editoaats the front pages of each
publication. In fact, the editorials were the fogqadint of the study to validate the
conclusions, since they reflect the opinion takgrnthe publishers of the newspapers.
Information on whether the Statute was mentionesidan the newspapers was taken
from the front pages, and the content was assemssatding to whether it was in
favourable, negative or neutral. We evaluated todusion of the issue on the front
pages because the managers of the newspapersatake assembling the front pages.

® We considered the two most important dates irafigroval of the text. The analysis ends on tHedf5
December because after conducting an ad hoc asalf/slifferent newspapers we noted that from this
date on the agenda was set by other issues. brithwoting that starting in January, and partidulan
March, the issue of the Statute once again ropeaminence, dovetailing with approval by the Cosgre
of Deputies.
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Furthermore, we can state that even though theparexactly an opinion genre, front
pages do set trends since processes of hieraiohisatth a heavy subjective
component are used in assembling front pages.

The methodology proposed was developed by applmegnalysis grid with its
corresponding protocol. It should be noted that shgly of the Statute (Sadaba and
Rodriguez, 2007: 187-211) concludes that it issane that was given more coverage in
opinion genres than in news genres, so that itwglaly discussed issue yet one that is
barely contextualised from the news standpoint.

The texts were interpreted using the general glasiof hermeneutic methods
(Taylor and Bogdan, 1987). As a result, the analpsites the following fields for each
journalistic editorial included:

— Day of publication and thesis of the editorial
— Points in favour of the new draft Statute

— Points against the new draft Statute

— Degree of criticism

In a third phase, a comparative study was conduofethe media analysed
which enabled us to identify the newspapers whial been the most critical of the
Statute. This analysis also compiled all the mashmon points in favour of and
against the Statute, which were then grouped hematic areas.

3. Ideological positions of the newspapers analysed
3.1. ABC

The newspaper ABC was frontally opposed to the weaft Statute of Catalonia.
Specifically, all the editorials analysed (100%tloé 14 pieces) disapproved of the text
voted on in the Parliament of Catalonia. On thetfifgages, rejection also captures the
majority: 81% of the headlines referring to thisue were opposed to it, while the
remainder were neutral and none of them was fabbeirén the opinion of the heads of
ABC, the Statute violates the constitutional priobes in force and signals a rupture of
the current territorial model. Apparently the edaébsts regard it as unacceptable for
Catalonia to be defined as a nation, and they apfifismodel of financing contained in
the new draft Statute, as well as the relationsiipilateralism between Catalonia and
Spain. In the words of this publication, the newt&te breaks the pact of coexistence
that Spaniards reached in 1978, and this therefemalds a second Transition, a
“negative” one that is being forcefully “imposedit all times the newspaper acts as a
guarantor of the unity of the Spanish nation, anegotiable reality in view of the
“challenge” from the Catalan parties.

3.2. El Correo

El Correo took a critical position on the draft tBte, but it is not radically against it
being passed. Over the 45 days of analysis, thaspeper devoted four editorials to
this topic. Of the four, three rejected the textl @ame was neutral in tone. The analysis
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of the front pages demonstrates that the new diadtrejected 66.7% of the times that it
was mentioned, was the subject of neutral headlR&22% of the time and was
discussed favourably 11.1% of the time. The majquisition at El Correo is that the
draft Statute violates the constitution, and thevspaper does not approve of “the
unique model of financing”. Despite the criticiswisthe text, EI Correo sustains that
dialogue and understanding are needed in ordereachr statutory reform, and it
frontally rejects inflexible positions.

3.3. Diario de Sevilla

The Diario de Sevilla is against the new draft @&tof Catalonia. Over the 45 days
analysed, this newspaper devoted six editoriateadraft Statute. On all these days, it
expressed its rejection of the text, except ondesnit expressed a neutral opinion. The
analysis of the front pages also demonstratesthieatiraft was not accepted: 92.3% of
the headlines disapproved of the Statute, whileoatn¥.7% might be considered

neutral.

There is no piece containing a favourable viewhefriew draft Statute presented
by the Catalan parties. The justification of theul de Sevilla’s rejection of the new
text is its unconstitutionality, the fact thatigisals a second Transition and the fact that
it proposes a “self-sufficient Catalonia” as thepsprior to becoming a separate state.
This Andalusian newspaper is also highly critichalb the Catalan political parties and
of the PSOE.

3.4. Expansion

Generally speaking, the newspaper Expansion haatively assessed the new draft
Statute which emerged from the Parliament of CataloThe editorialists of this
publication criticised the draft Statute in all leigpieces that discussed this subject.
Rejection also figured prominently on the front ea@f this Madrid-based newspaper,
as half of the headlines in the period studied vegr@inst the new Statute, while 36%
were neutral and only 14% were favourable.

Expansion believes that the draft Statute is urtdotisnal and that it throws
Spain off-kilter. What is more, the newspaper pdagpecial emphasis on the economic
aspects of the draft Statute and reaches the aolthat if it were applied it would be
“harmful for the economies of both Catalonia an@&i8p According to the leaders of
this newspaper, the new Statute would hinder Caitk growth and rupture its
financial solidarity with the rest of Spain.

3.5. Heraldo de Aragon

The newspaper Heraldo de Aragon expressed its ajgoo$o the new Statute of
Catalonia, as can be gleaned from the fact thdveasd the fourteen editorials analysed
over the 45 days (86% of the total) find negativa@n{s in the Catalan proposal.
Regarding the front pages that were analysed, G%2tsk the Catalan text negatively,
while the remainder were neutral and none was igesithe editorialists at the Heraldo
believe that the Statute far exceeds the limitshef Constitution, leading to clear
confrontation with Spain as well as a rise in tensibetween Catalonia and Spain. As a
result, there are also fears that Catalonia wi# day become independent. The other
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issues of interest to the newspaper are the tetimmand financing. The editorials also
reveal that the newspaper believes that the Stasuteot only a challenge to the
Constitution but also a danger that could lead nrermdments in the constitution. It
states that the Statute is “excessive” and asksithze stopped”.

3.6. Levante

The newspaper Levante is unfavourable in its assa#s of the new Statute of
Catalonia. First of all, it is worth noting thatlpriwo editorials focus on this subject in
the 45 days studied (which accounts for a mere 4%he total). These editorials
recognise that the Statute could become a “pdlipcablem in Congress”. The front
pages, where the Statute only appeared four daysfalb, show clear rejection of the
Catalan text, since 75% of them highlight negasispects of it, 25% remain neutral and
none is in favour of it. The editorialists belieWmat the Statute has controversial points,
such as the fact that Catalonia is defined asiamads well as the financing it proposes.
However, the newspaper’s attitude is to remain natand avoid becoming alarmist.
Nor does it take refuge in any specific ideology & gives a voice to all the political
representatives.

3.7. El Mundo

The newspaper EI Mundo was extraordinarily critichthe draft Statute of Catalonia
during the research period. This Madrid-based napspheld no punches in loading
the paper with harsh invective against the Statitetive. One hundred percent of the
editorials that discussed the issue were unfavdeitabthe new Statute. Likewise, 82%
of the related front page stories censured it,evhdne of the headlines spoke positively
about the Statute. This newspaper’'s ideologicaltiposis unbending: the draft is
unconstitutional “look at it as you may”; what i$re, Catalonia cannot be considered a
nation as stated in the Statute’s text “because niot”. Likewise, the newspaper also
censures the fact that the new Statute aims tkliheasolidarity among the regions of
Spain. Nor does it allow for any negotiation on thaguage issue: the publication
claims that the current government of Cataloniaginatises Spanish speakers and that
the new Statute would only accentuate this purgqrteenomenon.

3.8. Norte de Castilla

The newspaper Norte de Castilla takes a positidaviaur of the Statute, since 60% of
the editorials analysed stressed positive feanfrése text. However, on the front pages
the results are otherwise: 47% of the front pagedyaed mention negative points, 40%
are neutral and 13% highlight positive points. Tiegspaper’s editorials reveal that the
Statute is viewed as a step towards the moderosati Spain. Even though some
controversial aspects are mentioned in the firgbrdl, such as the fact that Catalonia
may choose independence as a future option, thecsuss and criticisms disappear in
subsequent editorials. The Statute is labellediamoVative” text, and the newspaper
asks that it be shown respect for the mere fattitlzhieved a majority in the Catalan
Parliament.
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3.9. El Pais

The newspaper El Pais covered the new draft Statitke calmness and balance, in
contrast to the other newspapers from the capit8pain (EIl Mundo, ABC, La Razén

and Expansion). This Madrid-based newspaper hamlglenodulated its position,

which has overall been benevolent with the textreygd in the Parliament of

Catalonia. In its news features, this newspapereowny the PRISA Group devoted
60% of its front pages to the new Statute and raaiatl clear neutrality: 68% of the
headlines on the front page were neutral, while 2iéfe positive and 11% negative.
The newspaper devoted few editorials to this sul§je®% of the days) compared to the
other newspapers with nationwide readership. Ofeilght editorials that appeared in
the 45-day period, half were favourable to the tdr@iree were neutral and only one
could be described as against the new Statute n&Wwspaper’s ideological position is
very close to the positions of the PSOE, and irtigdar to the president of the

government, José Luis Rodriguez Zapatero. It hes shoken out against radicalism
and the Partido Popular’s lack of tact on this sratt

3.10. La Raz6n

The newspaper La Razdn is totally against the naft 8tatute of Catalonia. On the 45
days analysed, the issue of the Statute appearedtotal of 20 days in every case
rejecting the text approved by the Parliament ofal©aia. The analysis of the front
pages also demonstrates that the project is natptedt. 70.9% of the headlines
disapprove of it, while 29.1% can be regarded agrake There is no headline that
shines a positive light on approval of the StatugeRazon upholds that the new Statute
violates the Spanish Constitution, and it furthelidves that it may imperil the unity
and territorial cohesion of Spain. The Madrid-basedspaper is also highly critical of
the stances of the PSOE, Esquerra Republicana taéu@ga and Convergéncia i Unio.
On different occasions, it justifies the positiaighe Partido Popular in the negotiation
of the Statute and in taking the text into consatlen in the Congress of Deputies.

3.11. Ultima Hora

The newspaper Ultima Hora has demonstrated tigtritfavour of approval of the new
Statute of Catalonia. Of the 45 days analysed,rtewgspaper devoted nine days to the
draft Statute. Five editorials (55.6%) expressettatral position on it, while on three
days (33.3%) the newspaper’'s position was favoarablapproval of the text. There
was only one day (11.1%) in which the newspaperresged an opinion against
approval of the text as it is currently wordeRegarding the front pages, 69.3% of the
headlines express opposition to the draft, whil&@3of the headlines reveal a neutral
position. This newspaper from the Balearic Islapnggifies its position that the text
must be respected because it was approved by 90¥edEatalan deputies. What is

* This figure on the presence of this topic is oh¢he highest among all the newspapers in the sampl
analysed.

® The fact that a newspaper can publish editoriats in favour and against the draft of the new 8éat
might seem difficult to understand. However, thstification can be found in the fact that there are
certain factors related to the left-right axis (swcs: the Statute is a modern, advanced text mstef
social rights) in which the newspaper may be irotavof it because of its progressive ideology, il
can be against aspects from the national axis degarelations between Catalonia and Spain (such as
the Statute violates the Constitution). This ist¢hee of the newspapéttima Hora, among others.
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more, it defends fair fiscal treatment of Cataloarad the Balearic Islands. From a
strictly ideological standpoint, this newspaper alpk a federal model for Spain.

3.12. La Voz de Galicia

The newspaper La Voz de Galicia took a neutraltiaable position on the new Statute,
as indicated by 67% of the front pages analysed thwe course of 45 days which
mentioned the issue (equivalent to six front pagkgether). In contrast, 33% of the
front pages (a total of three) revealed negativatp@about the Catalan text. According
to the newspaper's front padesthe issue that is the most worrisome is the
constitutionality of the new Catalan Statute; 33#4h® front pages analysed refer to
this issue. Other aspects which also drew the nepes{s interest include financing and
the term nation, but La Voz de Galicia always désmad the new draft Statute
indulgently.

4. Comparative analysis of the presence and positioof the newspapers in the
sample on the new Statute

The presence of the subject of the new Statutderiront pages and editorials chosen
for the study was quite disparate depending onnthespapers being analysed. This
issued has been tracked in very different wayshey rtewspapers La Razon and El
Mundo, which showed the highest presence of thie tofpall the newspapers (around
50% of the days).

Comparison of the newspapers most firmly against # Statute
(Figures in % of unfavourable pieces)

Publication Editorials Front Pages
ABC 100.00 80.77
La Razén 100.00 70.97
El Mundo 100.00 82.76
Expansion 100.00 50.00
Heraldo de Aragén 85.71 64.71
Levante 50.00 75.00
La Voz de Galicia — 33.33
El Correo 66.67 75.00
Diario de Sevilla 83.33 92.31
Norte de Castilla 20.00 46.67
El Pais 12.50 10.71
Ultima Hora 11.11 69.23

® This newspaper upholds a longstanding traditionatfhaving editorials, which has made it diffictdt
establish its ideological position in this study.
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Comparison of the presence of the Statute in the mspapers
(Figures in % of days on which it appears)

Publication Editorials Front pages Overall average
ABC 31.11 51.11 41.11
La Razén 44.44 64.44 54.44
El Mundo 35.56 57.78 46.67
Expansion 20.00 28.89 24.45
Heraldo de Aragon 28.89 37.78 33.34
Levante 4.44 8.89 6.67
La Voz de Galicia - 20.00 20.00
El Correo 20.00 8.89 14.45
Diario de Sevilla 13.33 28.89 21.11
Norte de Castilla 11.11 31.11 21.11
El Pais 17.78 60.00 38.89
Ultima Hora 20.00 28.89 24.45

Graph 1. Comparison of the presence of the Statuigont pages and editorials)

% of days present

60

50

40

30

20

10

ABC

La Razoi

El Mundo

Expansio

Heraldo de Aragoén

Levante

La Voz de Galici

El Correo

Diario de Seuvill:

Norte de Castilla

<
<

i

El Pa

Ultima Hora



40 CSSR,1(2012) Sergj Cortifias Rovira arteiEmnt Sorbes

Graph 2. Comparison of the newspapers with the edtials most firmly against the
Statute
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In turn, El Pais and ABC have prominently monitotieel Statute and are still in
the upper range, while the Heraldo de Aragén hastdd average attention to the
reform of the Statute. We then find a group of reapers which have shown little
interest in this issue. The newspapers in this grmelude Expansién, La Voz de
Gallicia, Diario de Sevilla, El Norte de CastilladadItima Hora. Finally, there was very
little monitoring of the draft of the new Statuty the newspapers El Correo and
particularly Levante, as they only referred toritfewer than 10% of the days studied.

Likewise, the newspapers analysed can be classiftedhree groups based on
their positions on the new draft Statute of Cat@approved by the Parliament. The
first group includes the publications which areremtely opposed to the initiative,
including EI Mundo, ABC, La Razdén, Diario de SeajllExpansion and Heraldo de
Aragoén. Between 80% and 100% of the editorialshizsé newspapers are against the
Statute, and the information published on theinfgages is openly against it.

The second group of newspapers includes ElI Cormed kevante, two
publications which should be considered againsdthé Statute, although their degree
of opposition does not reach that of the first grobn particular, the positions in the
Valencian newspaper Levante are slightly more p@sithan those in its Basque
counterpart El Correo, especially in the editoraialysed.

Finally, there is a third group of newspapers tbah be categorised as
favourable to the new Statute of Catalonia. Thesespapers include El Pais, El Norte
de Castilla, Ultima Hora and La Voz de Galicia.their editorials, the most positive
figures from the entire sample can be found inBatearic Islands newspaper Ultima
Hora, followed by El Pais and the Valladolid-bapetlication EI Norte de Castilla. No
more than 20% of the editorials in these three pawsrs were critical of the new
Statute of Catalonia.
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La Voz de Galicia has no editorials, but it is ud#d in this group because the
results of the front pages are the second mostiy®sn the entire sample, only
surpassed by the front pages of El Pais. It shioelldoted that the newspapers El Norte
de Castilla and Ultima Hora have results that ess favourable to the Statute in the
study of front pages, but the positive informateamtained in their editorials — the most
important variable in the analysis according toriethodology designed — led them to
be included in this third group.

5. Main strong and weak points of the new draft State

The main point in favour of the draft Statute refital in the study is the broad support
that the text earned in the Parliament of Catalenihis is considered valid in 19% of

the strong points of the project. The second masgburable point is the fact that the

constituent initiative prompts a debate which sbdo¢ conducted in a dispassionate,
calm and reasoned way, without exaggerated clal@b).

One argument used by the newspapers analysedtithth&atalan parties are
willing to negotiate the text that emerged fromR&rliament (10%). This is particularly
appreciated by the newspapers that are the mostrable to the draft Statute, while
the newspapers that are more opposed to the texit @ a weapon to criticise the
Catalan political class.

One of the most important points praised in the S¢atute is that it strives to fit
within the Constitution (9%). According to the ngapers analysed, other points that
justify supporting this draft include the fact tlhigils a modern text, that Catalonia needs
better financing and that it is the right of Catatatizens. Other positive points are that
the Statute would be the best guarantee againsbltitionist” or “adventurous”
temptations, and that the text would deliver on ynainthe Catalans’ demands. Each of
these latter points accounted for 6% of the tdtahg points of the draft Statute.

Representing 3% of the total, we can find stroniggsmf the project such as the
ones stating that the Statute can help to solval@ag’s fit within Spain, that it is good
because it brings Spain closer to a federal mauohal, that it serves to show the PP that
tensions do not help to resolve the territorialfiois in Spain.

Main strong points of the draft Statute

1 Broad support from the Parliament of Catalona4® 19%
2 Prompts a dispassionate, calm and reasoned dmb#te situation of Catalonia 13%
3 The Catalan parties are willing to negotiate 10%
4 It can fit within the Constitution 9%
5 Catalonia has the right to better financing 6%
6 Itis a modern text 6%
7 The Statute would be the best guarantee agaimatltitionist” or “adventurous” 6%
temptations
8 Itis the right of the people of Catalonia 6%
9 The text delivers on many of the Catalans’ dersand 6%
10 Catalonia’s fit within Spain must be resolved 3%
11 It improves the cohesion of the Tripartite 3%
12 More decentralisation / a federal model is ndede 3%
13 Catalonia’s uniqueness must be emphasised 3%
14 The PP’s attitude does not help 3%

15 Other factors difficult to categorise 4%
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5.1. Main weak points of the new draft Statute

The point in the new draft Statute of Catalonia tlezeives the most criticism in the
twelve newspapers analysed is that it is uncotistital (23%). In all the newspapers
analysed, this is one of the issues that most coadbe editorialists. The majority of
texts condemn the draft presented by the ParlianeénCatalonia as violating

constitutional principles or not being fully in gtiment with the Constitution.

The second point most often sanctioned by the napesg in the sample is that
the financing system proposed by the Statute isacoeptable for Spain as a whole
(12%). Some newspapers are particularly criticahedf point and accuse the framers of
the draft Statute of approving a text that is unfad uncooperative with the other
autonomous regions in Spain. This is even crititisg the newspapers that are the most
favourable to the project, even though they doess vehemently than the newspapers
that are radically opposed to the text.

Main weak points of the draft Statute

1 The Statute is unconstitutional 23%
2 It has an unfair / uncooperative system of fifagc 12%
3 Catalonia is not a nation 11%
4 It attacks Spanish national unity 5%
5 It breaks territorial cohesion 4%
6 Itis not a realistic text / It should be scaletk 4%
7 It defends the interests of “radical minorities” 3%
8 The PP and PSOE should agree to a new text 3%
9 Other autonomous communities might also want $aene 3%

treatment as Catalonia

10 The Statute is poorly explained 2%

11 It does not capture the thinking of the 10 millivoters who 2%
support the PP

12 It breaks the peaceful coexistence of the Ttiansi 2%
13 It worsens the Catalonia-Spain conflict 2%
14 The ERC'’s attitude is inappropriate and hinaexgotiations 2%
15 It entails a change in the Constitution 2%
16 Excess of competences (bilateralism) 2%
17 Itis a step prior to independence 2%
19 Itis a pact that violates laws 2%
20 Other factors difficult to categorise 12%

The term nation is also roundly rejected in the gananalysed: 11% of the total
criticisms focus on the definition of Cataloniasasation. On this point, the newspapers
are particularly belligerent with the Statute, dinel language that they use is often quite
heated. The argument to support this rejectiohas if Catalonia is defined as a nation,
the state is ruptured, the Spanish nation is fedshithe essence of the fatherland is
broken, or simply it may serve as the steppingestorCatalonia’s independence.

Another of the severest reproofs of the Statuteegmrding the unity of Spain.
Thus, if we add the criticism arguing that the tbrtaks Spain’s national unity to the
criticism that it breaks Spain’s territorial cohmsi together they total 9% of the
admonitions on similar issues.
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What is more, it is interesting to note the seméspoints that criticise the
wording of the text. Five percent of the criticisne$er to the fact that the Statute is not
a realistic text and that it is poorly worded. Thevspapers that express disapproval of
the draft Statute believe that it should be trimnbedk because it is poorly thought
through and poorly written.

Beyond the position against the new model of fifagcwe noted how some
newspapers opposed approval of the Statute anfigdst in economic terms, wielding
the following arguments: it is an interventionaliskt, it would negatively affect the
economy, and finally, it reveals the privilegedatraent of the fiscal pact with the
Basque Country and Navarra. If we add these padinéy, account for 3% of the total
negative points of the analysis.

6. Conclusions
6.1. The Spanish newspapers analysed harshlyisgtiche new draft Statute

The main conclusion of this study on the Catalastu¢ initiative is that generally
speaking the leading newspapers in the countrharehly against the draft written by
the Parliament of Catalonia. The criticisms areteyinarsh at times. This generic
conclusion validates the main working hypothesasest at the beginning of the study. If
we make an overall numerical assessment, for epesitive point of the Statute, six
negative points can be found in the sample as dewho

6.2. The newspapers in the sample can be classiitedthree groups based on the
intensity and nature of their criticisms of the tir&tatute

The newspapers considered highly unfavourableddStiatute are El Mundo, ABC, La
Razén, Diario de Sevilla, Expansién and HeraldoAdaegon. In turn, in light of the
results, the newspapers that take a somewhat unfave stance include El Correo and
Levante, while El Pais, El Norte de Castilla, Ukitdora and La Voz de Galicia can be
described as favourable to the Statute, albeitfterthg degrees. The new draft Statute
had a much broader presence in the newspaperarthapposed to the Parliament of
Catalonia’s initiative. Generally speaking, the nstatute figured more prominently in
the nationwide newspapers than in their more regionlocal counterparts.

6.3. The main criticisms of the new draft Stateeolfve around two immovable theses:
it is unconstitutional and Catalonia is not a natio

The majority of the newspapers analysed believe the draft presented by the
Parliament of Catalonia does not fit within the bds of the Constitution and must
therefore be revised or withdrawn. This thesis ant®for 23% of all the criticisms of

the new text. The newspapers that are the mosiidhtstthe project are the ones that
cultivate this argument the most. However, the papsrs that view the text more
favourably also made its fit within the bounds bé tConstitution an indispensable
condition. The study also shows that the definitadnCatalonia as a nation leads to
vehement rejection in the Spanish written pressofding to the media in the sample,
the new Statute is an attack on the unity of Spathbreaks its territorial cohesion. The
argument wielded against the Statute by the nevespap the sample is that it if moves
forward it could break the “unity of the fatherldnd
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6.4. Another major criticism is that the financiraystem proposed is unfair and
uncooperative with the rest of Spain

Most of the newspapers analysed do not like theesy®f financing proposed by the
draft Statute. The main criticisms are that the texunfair to the rest of Spain and not
very cooperative with the poorer autonomous regiorise country. For this reason, the
newspapers analysed view the Catalan draft Stakite text which “is not realistic”,
and they suggest that the text which emerged fraParliament of Catalonia be scaled
back.

6.5. The most noteworthy points in favour of the i&atute in the Spanish press are
the broad support of Parliament and the fact thatalonia has the right to have more
economic resources

The newspapers which find points in favour of tlevriext deem that it should be
respected because it received the approval of &lfd0% of the deputies in the

Parliament of Catalonia. This, along with the fiwt Catalonia has the right to better
financing, are the only two points where thereame degree of unanimity among the
handful of newspapers that found something positiilae Statute. They also view the
Catalan parties’ willingness to negotiate and thet fthat the text is modern and
innovative as positive factors.

The newspapers that approve the new Statute behev¢he Catalan parties are
not opposed to negotiating the text. These newspapelieve that this argument is
enough to merit listening to the proposal and ekibgron negotiations that are agreed
upon among all the Catalan forces which have supgothe text and the state
government.
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